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TO THE 


| READER. 
4 Courteou Reader, J 6 
PA Hou. haſt here 
a Be (in aplainand 
a A : Wo familiar Dia- 
| logue ) diſcovered the car- 
| nallends, and poor ſhifts 
of the cemporizing preten- 
ded Clergy of this Nation, 
whoſe pretence 15 Refor- 
| mation , but their maine 
deſigne indeed the preſer- 
| vation of their - Pariſhes, 
A 2. and' 


; To the Reader. 


and thereby the advancing 
of their honour , and pro-| 
fit. The moſt part of the| 
Presbyters Anſwers are] 
colleted out of certaine! 
Sermons, or rather politi-, 
rica) Le&ures and confe- 
rences which I have heard 
with mine own ears, and| 
the reſt is made good out 
of their practices. It is not 
to be conceived , that all! 
the Miniſters of all the 
Pariſh-Congregations in 
England and Wales, are guil- 
ty of all the ſuperſticious| 
and Popiſh pra&tices, and| 
: other | 


To the Reader. 
1p] other crimes and: offences 
)-] herein mentioned, for 1 
1e] doe aknowledge many to 
re| bepious and conſcientious 
1e] men , who have not ſub- 
-| mitted to the Biſhops 
--| yoake , nor received the 
d| marke of the Beaſt:But the 
d| generality of the Miniſte- |} 
it] ry being led by ſome few 
t| in every County ( whoſe 
[1] Oracles are at Sion-( olledge) * 
e are ſo ſetled on the lees 
1 of their old Conformi- | 
.) tjes and {ubſcriptions, and 
in the courſes which they 
learned from their Prede- 
A 4 ceſlors, 


To the Reader. 
ceſſors that they will not | Þ: 
ealily be removed, Nor | 0! 
haye I much hope, that | d 
any of the Ring-leaders of | 3 
this FaRtion , will hereby | © 
bee brought to acknow- | 2 
ledge their errour , much | . 

\ 
| 
| 
| 


lefle to lay alide their gain- | - 
full call;ngs, which make | 
them Lords over their | 
vw hole Pariſhes, but rather 


| expect, that ſome galled 
proud Parſons, Vicars, or - | 

| Curates, or other inferiour 
Prieſts or Deacons (as they 
| cal ed them ) will raile a- | 
| gainſt me as onenot fit to | 


be | 


| To the Reader. © 
bee anſwered; and, [eaſt 
others ſhould hear or un- 
derſtand, will fill the Aire 
and Fars of all the mult1- 
tude with fſenfleſs noiſe 
and outcries in vindicati. 
on of their great Diana. 
Yet I doubt not but the 
wile in heart will under- 


ſtand, and ſom of the 


' moſt ingenuous amongft 


' the Formaliſts will at the 
| leaſt take a view of their 


preſent condition, and be 
put upon ſom ſerious con- 
fideration of their by-paſt 
courſes, and remember 


Ax that | 


thar wihour Repentance, 

thoſe that receiv the mark 

of the Beaſt, ſhall drink 

of the wine of the wrath 

of God and bee tormented 

with Fire and Brimſtone- 
Apoc. 14:9. 10.11. 


—— 
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But that I chiefly 1 in- 


tend, is to Jay open to he 

ain and weaker ſort of 
Chriſtians the ſubtilries, 
falſhoods and vain d&li- 


ſions "of our pretending 


Church-reformers , upon 
conf deration of all which 


ot 
-”_ 


almoſt the weakeſt judg- | 


| ments may kee ſuthcient 


to: | 


To the Reader 


to ſatisfie them, that wee 
| can neyer expet any 


Fhrough— Reformation 
whileft the Parliament 
conſults theſe men who 
are ſo many my enga- 


| ged againſt Reformation 


- | by their own Intereſts of 


— 
> I——————_ Ge eee 
- 


Honour and Profit, the 
two main Hinges, of all 
their Deſigns... 


1concetv many. will be | 


ready to lay, L trouble my 


felf roo much. to rake into. 


the. Dung:hill of :Fapiſh 
and ſuperſtitious Cereme- 
nies becing dead and buris 
BY ed 
TEN 


1 


| 


To the Reader. 
ed, but therein I deſire to 
bee excuſed, beeing 
| enforced thereunto by 
| ſuch as I heard defend 
| theminthe Pulpit and in 
private , ſince they were 
| Damned by Ordinance of 
| Parliament, The defence 
of which: ( and-of others 
their Popiſh Trinkets) is 


brought in to take away 


the ſcandal of their Popilh 


| callings from the Biſhops, 
- and to juſtifietheir former 
| conformities, leaſt their- 
| Pariſhioners offended- | 


] ſhould ſeek out other Pa: 
- ſtors, 


; 4 
: - 
% 
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To the Reader: 
ſors}, or ( as they call it) 
Run to ſeparation or In. 
dependencie- 

TI haye one: thing to 
} adde by way of requeſt to 
' the Reader, which is this, 
' that where hee findeth 
any -Satyrical- jeſts or far. 


| 


' | kaſme's, favoring of too 


much levity or bitterneſs, 
hee would conſider whe- 
ther the matter occaſion- 
ing the ſame from the Pre. - 
sbyter bee. not more rid1. 


| culous, (and yer it's ſuch 
| | as I have heard divulged 


by-one or more of the 
moſt 


| Tothbe Reader. 


molt learned of that factic 


on in the Countrey where 
I live) which may in 


ſome ſort excuſe my ex- | 
preffions. What I have 


herein ſe; forth repugnant. 
to the Truth, upon con-. 
yiction, [ ſhall, L hope, 
gla dly retraCt. So with- 
ing this liccle Treatiſe may. 
bee profitableto ſomeand. 


hurtfalco none, Reader! 


I bidehes farewe. 


bs hay Raw, 
The 


- 


$SÞÞPLHESÞSHEÞ 
| The AuTHoOR's 


Proteſtation. 


| Po hereby declare. 


and proteſt 1 in the pre. 


| ſence Fr IE; God, 


that I do not put fe orth 
this Traft with any in- 
tent to wilifie or bring 
into contempt the prea- 


ching of the bleſſed Go. 


-| fpelof: our Lord Jeſus + 
| Chriſt after the man- 


ner of ſuch,who ſay. 
they, live above all Or- 


dina- 


dinances;for Tacknow. 
ledg the preaching of | 
the Goſpel to bee the|, 
ordinary means of Jal- | 
vation and that with. * 
ont preaching, ordina- 
rilynonecan bee ſaved. | 
| Rom.1o. Burl defire |v 
| 70 diſcover thoſe buil- 
ders who refuſe or ſet | 
at nought the Lord |. 
Chriſt and his Ordi- | 
nances, touphold their 
own honour and profit. | 
AB. -- 
THE 
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The Pride and Avarice : 
OF THE | 


| CLERGIE: 


_ CPafon,, 
IZ, "_ hindering 

(urats, ; 
REFORMATION. 


Diſcovered in a plain and fa- 
miliar Dialogue between 
Philalethes and Presbyter. 


IR, you are well met 


| here at London, Iam glad to 


ſee you, what is the reaſon you 
look ſo.ſad? 
P.Sirr 


| 


'2 The Presbyteric 


Pr. Sir! IT thank you, I am in 
health , * but perplexedin minde. 

Ph. Vhar is the news in your 
Countrie from whense you com : 
ory _— is it that, trouble's you ? 

. There is nonews but new di-' 


A both-in -Church , and Com- 


mon-wealth , ariſing by reaſon of ol] 
Errors and Herefies countenanced 
everte where, 

Pb. What Errors and Herefies 
do you mean ? 


Pr. They are ſo manie I cannot ea-| 


fily count all, that the SeGaries and, 
Schiſrmaticks of this age have oe] 
ched. | 

Ph. Do you conceive that theſe 
are the occaſion of the diſtempers | 
in the Common-wealth as well as 
in the Churches ? 


Pr. Tea without all doubt, for the! 


unſetledneſs of the Churc ( occaſioned 
by gefaries ) cauſſeth the diſtemper of | 
the Common-wealth , both (ympathi- 
Zing in each others miſerie. 
Ph. What do you think might 
Ccyre thele diſtempers ? Pr. 


| 
| 


Hinderance Reformation 3 


Pr. There 5 no other way of cure 
but by ſetling Church-Government 
with the Claſſes and Synods. 

Ph. How will that cure all 
things? 


BW. Hereby Errors and Here- 
- fries will bee diſcountenanced , and the 


Sefaries the broachers of them re= 
ftreined and puniſhed. 

2. None will bee admitted to the 
Miniſtrie but ſuch as were brought 
up at the Univerſitie, or licenced by 
the Aſemblie. . 

3. Private men wall bee inforced 


to continue in their callings , and not ' 


meddle with the Miniſters Office in ex- 
pounding the Scriptures. 

4. Everie man will bee forced to 
pay bis Tythe and dues to his Mini- 


ſters that thereby they may bee honora- 


bly maintain'd. 
5. Laſtly everie one will bee orde- 
red to heep their own Pariſh, and net 
ollow Seftaries and ſeducing teach= 
ers. If theſe, and fuch like, were look- 
ed to and obſerved , the ror and 
oth= 


| 


pom 


The Presbyterie 


Common-wealth would ſoon bee quiet.| P 
and the want of theſe things is the oc-| th 
taſion of all the miſeries which wee lie} F 
under, as well the late IWarrs as all the| e? 
ſad effeFs thereof. 
Ph. Indeed War is an heavie, V 
pdt, and I think I may tru-| a 
ly fay thattherigid Presbyterians, | V 
to advance thoſe things you have | a: 
mentioned, and other worldly re- | a 
ſpeRts and carnal ends, have been | d 
the occaſions thereof. } 
Pr. How can that bee ? | B. 
Ph. By their preaching and; t 
prayings they have everie where | * 
diſgraced the Parlament ,”ſticred | * 
up the people azainft rhe Armie, | 
incouraged Neuters and Malig- | © 
nants , and put the Engliſh and | 
Scot's Malignants in hope to | * 
find? a partie ſtrong enough in 
England to deſtroie both Parla- '_ 
ment and Armie. L. 
Pr. Tconfeſs wee have juſtly com- | - 
plained againſt the Parlament and Ar- | 
mie, becauſ the one did not ſettle the | 
Preſ= | 


RA. As 


w 0 lo 
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Presbyterian-government, and the o- 
ther countenanced all SeGaries and 
Hereticks , but wee did it not to the 


end to deFrofe the Parlament. 


Ph, What ever your intents 


' were, lam ſure your praice was 


: abominable , you fill'd all places 


with your clamors and out-cries 
againſt the Parlament and Armie, 


' as the Scotch Miniſters likewiſe 


did, untill you and they had con 
jured up more evil ſpirics then 


' youcould allaie. And 1 am con- 


_—  — 


fident, had it not been for the 
men of your faction, who prepa- 


; red the people for a new War by 


| the courſes aforeſaid, neither our 


DEE RI 


_— 


conquered enemies at home, nor 
the Scots durſt have attempted 
anie more to make head againſt 
us. 


Pr. YYhat prejudice can the Par- 


' lament or Armie receiv by the Mini- 
\ ſters? It's well known wee praied for 


them both. And what can you object a- 
gainſt our Praiers or Preaching ? 
| Ph. 


6 The Presbyterie 


Ph. I could fill a volume with 
your reproaches and evil ſurmiſes, 
ſcandals diſgraces, calumnies,and 
other unſ{avorie matter by you 


caſt upon the Parlament and Ar- | 
mie in your Sermons ( for ' 
a taſte whereof view the book ! 
called the Pulpit-Incendiarie ) | 
and let anie min judg whether | 
this did not much alienate the 
| , people's hearts from the Parla- 

42ment and Armie. And for your | 


praiers for them they were for the 
moſt patt like your Sermons: and 
fill in your Sermons and praiers 
you ſpeak of the Armie as ene- 
mies. 

Pe. ell, it was time for the Mi- 


niſters to ſpeak and prate and deal. 


plainly with the Peeps when all things 


were grown into ſuch confuſion aid 


diſorder as they were,far worſ then un- 

der the Epiſcopal Government. 

_ Ph. Ido confel, there were dil- 

orders, but the Churches are not 

in ſo bad a condition asunder the 
Prelacie : 


en OTE. ON... OR "I 
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Hindering Reformation #7 
h | Prelacie : for that Hierarchie was 
2 | Antichriſtitan. | 
d | Pr. I denie that, it may bee ſom 
1 | things injoined by the Prelates were 
= ! Antichriſtian ; but not they as they 
r | food in the Church of England : for 
© | Amichriſt , whereſoever hee is deſcri« 
) | bed in Scripture , is deſcribed by his 
” | fall doffrine : and manie of our 
* | Biſhops were Orthodox men, free 
* * from Popiſh Errors and Hereſies. 
* ; Ph, Ile grantyou, they might 
holdfundamental truths, andyet 
| their calling bee Antichriſtian, 
' for who know's not that: Anti- 
|. chriſt is'defcribed as well by his 
| power, pride,crueltie,blaſphemie, 
{ hypocrifie,and idolatrie. as by falf 
} Dofrine. Rev-17.1,2,3,4,5.8 
| 18.3. & 13.2363 IT. 
Ph. Well, notwithſtanding what 
| yore ſaie, if Epiſcopacie bad been lop- 
' ped, the abuſes taken away, thoſe 
which were naught removed, and good 
| menput in their rooms, wee had never 
| ſeen tbeſe diſorders and confuſtons : 


for 


3 The Presbyterie 


for that government, although but pru- 
- dential (as ſom would have tt ) was 
an excellent means for ſtaying the ©, 
growth of errours and herefies in the o 
Church. 2. 


_—_—_F 


Ph.Indeed that was the pretence,; ,, 
at firſt , but the cure was worſe: , 
then the diſeaſe ; for it proved a; , 
heavie ſcourge to the Church of| 
God, and out of that egge grew! ,, 
the Serpent, that Antichriſt the! ,j 
head of Prelacie : and I conceive a 
that Government could never 
have been profitable to the Chur- 
chesof Chriſt. | by 
_ Pr. I will ſay no more of that Hie- | fi 
rarchie, ſeeing the ſame is aboliſhed, | C 
and theState hath thought fit to take it | ti 
away : but why is not the Chur ch ſet- \\þy 
led 2 'C 
Pb. What do you mean by a-|t, 
Church in Goſpell ſenſe ? [a 
Pr The word CauR CH (beſides | 
the general acceptation of it ſignifying 
all the Ele&bath a double fignificati- 
07. 1.Tt $ taken for aparticularCongre= | 
| gation | 
| 
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gation, ſo many as may or do meet to- 
'®) pether to partake in divine Ordinan- 
ces, or as wee call it aPariſh , and 
he ſo the word Church #2 ſtri&ly taken. 
| 2. But the word Church in a lar- 
Ce\ per ſenſ, comprebends not onely ſuch 
le! company, but alſo the Chriftians in 
4 4 whole countrie, as Epheſus and 
ff, Achaia, and ſo many Thouſands who 
W' could not poſſibly meet together in one 
1e' place : yet they are called a Church. 
'e AQRt-2.41.& 21.20. 
r Ph. Time will not permit mee 
= to enter into that controverſie, 
| but for mine own part I am ſatis- 
- | fled that the Churches under the 
, ; Golpel are not Oecumenical, Na- 
ti tional, Provincial, or Dioceſan, 
- |but * Congregational, which 
| Congregational Churches ought 
2 |to conliſt of ſo many Chriſti- 
[ans as may join in Chriſtian fel- 


* Cotron-upon the 16 of Mar. ver.19. 
Way of Congreg5t. Chur. Pa. 2-pa-5 

 Par.1.pa 2% where Paiker, Ames, & 

" | Bane; arccitcd, 

1 B lowſhip 


| 


ES. 3 
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lowfhip and communion under: 
one Paſtor, who ought to conyerſl 


with them, and know their ſtate} 


and condition, and apply his Mi- 
niſtrie anſwerably unto them: but 


for your greater Church and Pa- ! 


riſh Church I acknowledg none 
ſuch. | 

Pr. However you think,, yet it is 
plain in that place of A&te2+41. & 21. 
20. where the Chriſtians were many 
Thoxſands ( Myriads ) they are called 
the Church,gc. Ergo &c. 


- Ph. It's evident the word Church } ©: 


applied toſo many Thouſands as 
you ſpeak of, is not to bee taken 
property, but tropically, and ſo 


y a Fynechdoche it may bee taken} 


for many Churches : or ell for 
part of the Catholick Church 
which.manner of ſpeaking is uſu- 


m 
n; 
al in 2 Scripture. Bart I mar- P 


vell why you ſhould endeavour 


2 Amefius Medul. cap. 3 2.S 3:4, $236, 
15.18. Cap. 39.5 18, 20, 21, 22, 
23,24325 3260 


to 


Hindering Reformation. 11 
to prove that a Church in Goſpel 
ſenſe ſhould contain more Chri- 
ſtians then can convene in one 
place, to partake in Divine Or- 
digances. 

Þx. Tdoeit to let you know that 
| men of greater parts and learning 
may have more dignitie and ſuperin- 
tendencie , and alſo a greater reward 
and encouragement. 

Ph. So plead the Papiſts and 
the polititians amonglt the ſuper- 
{titious Proteſtants ( of this laſt 
 7ge,) for the Prelacy and Hierar- 
chy who afficme that the Angells 
of the ſeven Churches of era, 
and Timothy and Titus, ( who 


| were Evangeliſts) were Dioceſan 


Biſhops. And the fame argu- 


| mens likewiſe ſerves for mainte- 


| nance of the Biſhop of Rome his 


 preheminencie above all other Bi- 
emgary 07 think you will not 
defend. 
Pr. 1 will notdiſpute the right of E- 
pi[copal government,ſecing with us it's 
| | B 2 aboli= 
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aboliſhed , bnt you muſt admit a dif- 
ference and degrees amongſt HMini- 
ſters and Churches , or greater incon= | 
weniences will follow : for the Pa-! -. 
Tiſhes which are the particular Con- 

eregations are not all of a bigneſs nor 
equall, and I think they are well di- | 
vided , conducing much to my pur- | 


0]C. 


( 
Ph. The Pope and his agents} | 
dealt not ſo equally in that point | 
as they might have done. Its true, ! | 
that devotion in ſtick as founded; 
Churches, aud ſuch as gave Tythes | 
to them, did it in ſuch ſort as they ; 
ſaw good or convenient for their | ; 
polteritie : but the great Lateran | 
Councell at Rome, Anno 12T5.held {| 
under Pope Innocent the third,(the ' 
moſt abominable conſpiracie that : | 
ever was againſt Chritts Goſpell, | ; 
except the Councell of Trident) ' 
( 
| 


| took awaythe liberty which men | 
} befor2time had viz» to give their | 
ll tythes to whom they pleaſed, and| 
tyed them up to pay them to | 
their 
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Hinderins Reformation. 13 
their own Pariſh Prieſt, vw 5{.ich 
abſolutely enthralled the people, 
aud cauſeth that the worſt deferv- 
ing have had commonly the moſt 


' meanes, andthis pectefted the di- 


viſion of the Pariſhes , as now 
they are. Look Repor. L. 2.p. 44. 
Parſons Laws, $4. 66. 

Pr. 1.confefs the Pariſhes are ot 
equall, but the greatef} is little enougy, 
and as its well for the Church that 
they are divided, and their bounds 
known, that every Parſon , or Vicar 
may know his owu ſheep, and the 
bottnds of bis Pariſh. 

Ph, You reaſon carnally, and 
aime at earth] y reſpets. 

Pr. What can you alleadge againſt 
the Pariſhes ? 

Ph. T muſt tell you they are 
Popiſh in their very inſtitution 
and originall : and ſome Pariſhes, 
eſpecially about London, and in 
other Cities and places are ſo po- 
pulous, (containing twenty thou- 
ſandpeople, or more ) and of io 

B 3 huge 


14 The Presbyterie 
huge extents, that no Miniſter of 
the Goſpell can converſe with |. 
the people of the whole Pariſh, as | 
a man of God ought to doe: | 
nor diſcharge his duty to them all | 
with a good conſcience. | 

Pr. You would open a wide gap to 
our brethren, or rather adverſaries 
C for they are both) the Browniſts and 
Independents, who long to ſee our Pa- 
riſhes broken in pieces. | 

 Þb. I willnot fo far enter into; 
that Controverſie, as to maintain' 
all things held by all men called' 
by thoſe names : but this I fay, 1 
dare pawn my life there can bee 
no Reformation whileſt the Pa- 
riſhes and Miniſtrie ſtand as they 
do,let the Goverment bee Preſ- 
byterial or Independent. 

Ph. 1/by ſay you ſo ? 

Ph, Firit, tor the Pariſhes I told ) 
you before, ſome of them are ſo 
vaſt in greatneſs, and populous 
that they need ten Miniſters 
where there is but one. 


Ph.I 
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Pr. I grant it, that if more ::;eans 
could be found out to maintaine them, 


it were well there were more Mini= 


ſters : but you muſt not take the Tythes 
from the Parſon, Vicar, or Miniſter, 
to whom They are due Jure divino, 
and give them to others. The Mini- 


ſter ought to have all the tythes of bis 


Pariſh, as well by the Law of God as 


man, and. the contrary by conſequence 


z Sacriledge. 
_ Ph, You cannot yet make mee 
believe ( though Thave heard and 


ſeen it much pleaded for ) that 


Tythes are due to the Miniſters of 
the Goſpell Tare divino. 

Pr. IT doubt not but you may very 
well haveheard them pleaded for as 
Jure divino , for the ſtreame and 
current of Antiquity runs clearly that 
way. 
Ph, I confeſs the Papiſts gene- 
rally hold it ; ſome of the Fa- 
thers, and ſome of the more co- 
vetous and ſtperſtitions Prote- 
ſtants:and yet] Car.Bellar.Cont.l. t . 

B 4 Liber. 
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de Cler. pa. 316, 317, 318.] Car- | 


dinall Bellarmine and Suarez the | 


Jeſuite , the great Patrons of this | 
opinion have not agreed with | 
the reſt: nor between themſelves | 
what part of the Tythes the Prieſt \ 


or Miniſter ought to have: nor 
whether he himſelfe ſhould have 
all which the Prieſts and Levits 


had. I would know of you why. 
Tythes ſhould be due jure divino | 
under the Goſpel, more then all 
other offerings and profits which 
the Prieſts had under the Law: | 


The Tythes then were not only 
for the Prieſts, but for the Le- 
vits, the poore aud the ſtranger, 
who were more then the twelfth 
part of the people : our Miniſters 


not the hundreth part. They did 


bodily ſervice about the facri- 
ficing, and had garments for that 
purpoſe, which ( the formuliſts 
lay, the Surplices reſembled, and 
which are condemned as ſuperſti- 
tious and Jewiſh : or rather ſince 

taken 


ta 


P: 
la 
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| taken from the Pagans. The 


Prieſts and Levits-might buy no 
land in Canaan, but be coutent 
with the portions and_ Cities 
which God gave them. Theſe Je- 
wiſh Ordinances are aboliſhed, 
and the Prieſthood is changed. 
Our Miniſters are content to leave 
the killiug of beaſts and doing of 
ſach ſervice, & hold it not unlaw- 
fall to buy Land when they can 


get Money. But they will have all 


their Tythes jure divine : whereas 
the Chriſtians in Africa and many 
in other places paid no Tythes till 


after Auguſtins time. Bellarmine, 


Contro. li. 8. de Cler. pa. 315. Pope 
Innocent the third brought in pai- 
ment of privy Tythes (abour az- 
0 1215.) Fox AG. & Mon, val. 1. 
pa. 336. Col. 1. And in the difpu- 


tation at Prage upon the Articles 


of Fobn Wicliffe, Art 17. its con- 
cluded that T'ythes are meer alms: 
and Auguſtine and Chryſoftom are 
cited to the ſame purpoſe upon 
Luc. 11. B5 Pe, 
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Pr. We do not take the Tythes | 
by any judiciall or Ceremoniall Lay, 
for they were payed by Abraham t 
Melchizedech before the Law , and 
by Chriſt himſelf, and there is nothing 


in the new Teſtament for aboliſhing \, 


them. : 
Ph. I have no intent to enter 
into that controverſie , further 
then to let you know , that were 
it not for the upholding of the 
pomp and pride of the pretended 
Clergie, this could be no contro- 
verfie at all. For that which you 
fay concerning CMelchizedech and 
Abraham his paying Tythes to 
him before the Law, I conceive 
the Law was the ſame in fubſtance 
in tradition before it was written; 
and without doubt Adam taught 
his ſons to facrifice,and inſtructed 


them in the things appertaining | 
to the Worſhip: and ſervice of ' 


God: Abrabam gave the tenth of 
the ſpoile ofhis enemies, andthat 
freely; what is that to the pay- 


mentc ; 


Dr 
C 
t 
I 


( 
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ment of the Tythes of the fruie 
of the Land and increaſe of the 
beaſts, &c. eſÞecially you being 
no Prieſts after the order. of el- 
chizedech. And touching: Chriſt 
his paying of Tythes (which in- 
deed I have heard infiſted upon ) 
if it betaken ina proper or Gram- 
matical] ſenſe is a meer fable, for 
Chriſt had nothing of which he 
could pay Tyches, not ſo much as 
aſmoke-penny ora garden-penny. 
And I do not finde he wrought 
any miracle to provide ought to 
pay Tythes as hed'd to pay Tri- 
bute. Lt) 
Pr. But 1pray you what inconvee . 
nience would follow if Tythes ſhould 
continue to be paid as formerly under 
thet notion as due jure Divino.. 
. Ph. I could tell you of many - 
evils which muſt of neceſlity fol- 
low ſuch payment of Tythes, of 


which I will give you taſte and - . 


omit the ref : 1. Its a retaining of . 


part of that Law which is abo- 
4 Om liſhed 
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liſhed by Chriſt, Heb. 7. 11,72. If 


there is a change of the Law. 2.1t 


upholdeth a main point of Pope . 
ry, Which is, that upon the ſame | 


ground the Miniſters take the 
Tythes, the Pope as high Prielt 


|: 


the Prieſthood be changed , then | 


. 


i 


; 


| 


over the Clergy is to have the firſt | 


fruits and tenths, and his Prelats 
their Procurations and Synodals. 
To falve up which, our State, not 
by colour of Divine Law but by 


humane law,gave theſe tenthsand 


firſt fruits to the King. 3. Hereby 
is condemned the prattice of all 
otherreformed Churches, as li- 
ving in a Nationall fin, where the 
Miniſters are not thus maintained 
by Tythes,which is a very uncha- 
hab cenſure. 4. If Tythes be 
due jure divino, then muſt the divi- 
fion of the Pariſhes be jure divino, 
elſe why may not the Tythes be 
divided to manyMinifters,as I for- 
merly told you, and that ſome of 
you hold as bad as living upon 
ſtipends. Fr. 


a 
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Pr. 1 will not reaſon with you = 
ther whether Tythes be due jure divi- 
no, yox and IT differ in our opinions. 
Suppoſe we ſhould take them as the al- 
lowance of the State by humane Law, 
they are little enough to maintain the 
Miniſters pho ought to bave double bo= 
notr, the honour of reverence and the 
honour of maintenance, and we do ex- 
af of you as due to us by the Apoſtles 
rule, honourable maintenance, and not 
to live upon Alms, or as the Miniſters 
of Germany «upon mean ſtipends. ' 
Pþ, I confeſſe that the Mini- 
ſers of the Goſpel oughc to live 
of the Goſpel, and:to be honeſtly 
provided for, that they need not 
through want or neceſſity be in- 
cumbred with worldly bufineſſe, 
but attend their Minifſtery with- 
out diſtration : but to exa& ho- 
nourable maintenance ſayours too 
much of ambition and avarice un- 
befeeming the ſervants of Chriſt. 
F conceive the faithfull Miniſters 
are worthy of double _ as 
nt1- 
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Aatichriſt -is worthy of double | 
puniſhment,not ſo much in kinde. | 
and number as in weight and mea- . 
ſare. And if that will not content 


you, I affirm you are unliketo the 
Apoſtles of our Lord, and the Mi- 
nifters of the primitive times, and 
favour of the leaven of Popery : 
as the Miniſters did in theend of 
the thirdand in the fourth Centu- 
ries after Chriſt, who ſtrove for 
honour and dignicy untill Anti- 
chrift came to his height. And up- 
on what I now hear from you, 
comparing it wich the praftice of 
theſe-times, 1 do conclude that ic 
is not.the perverſneſs and peeviſh- 
nefſe of the people, ſo much as the 
pride and avarice of the pretended 
Clergie, which hindereth the Re- 
formation; and that I ſhall make 
appear unto you. 
Pr. What can you ſay againſt the 
preſent Clergie of the Land, as they are 
eſtabliſhed by the known Law 3 they are 
generally all defirous ts further the in- 
tended reformation. Ph. 
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Ph. I diſlike the name Clergie 
in your ſenſe, for if you mean 
Gods lot or portion, then areall 
Gods people . properly ſo called. 
But ( whatever the preſent pre- 
tended Clergie intend, I know 
not) it's plain that their pride 
and avarice is the cauſe of all the 
evils inthe Land, as well Hereſies 
and Schiſmes in the Church, as 
troubles and diſtra&tions in the 
Common-wealth. 

Pr. 1t may be giddy heads take oc- 
cafion of offence (when none zs given ) 
to run out of our Church, and to maue 
ſedition in the Common-wealth : but 
that 35 not the fault of the Clergy, but 
of themſelves, who are canſleſly offen- 

ed; aud T believe the Clergy are 
much troubled at it , that reformation 
goeth not forward, and that there i 
no better order in Church or State. 

Ph. I conceive the Clergie 
which you mean may be divided 
into four ranks. 

1, Firſt ſuch as were profeſſed 


for 
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for Antichriſt ſo far as to bring | al 
in all his Ceremonies , Croſles, | ar 
cringinges , Altar- worſhip, and | fc 
other bodily exerciſes and ſuper. | d 
ſtitions deviſed by the man of {in | 
to captive ſouls, and were fully \ f 
| benttojoine us to the Church of 
Rome, and might probably haye | ? 
prevailed, but that the Popes Su- | 
premacy was conceived danger- . 
ous, and might have been acurb 
both to the Clergie and ſuperſtiti- | | 
ous Statiſts, who yet liked Pope- | ! 
ry well enough , but feared the 
Popes Supremacy as it's feared in ' 
France. And I doubt not but ma- 
ny of thefe men through Gods 
Juſt jadgement were ſo blinded, as 
to think'they did God good ſer- 
vice in their ſuperſtitious waies, 
and by the proſecutions raiſed | 
thereupon. if 
2. The ſecond ſort are thoſe 
dumb dogs and Idoll Shepherds 
who either could not, or would 
not preach at all, nor give any , 
| alarm 


ng | 
id | 
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alarm when the woolf cometh, 


and theſe were all ruled by the 
former as their Ocacles and Lea- 


| ders. 


3+ The third fort are they who 
pretend more conſcience, and are 
more ſtri& in their lives, and 


; more orthodox in their opinions 


then many others, and were ſo 


 farinlightned as to condemn the 


two former ſorts (the one as too 


; ſuperſtitious, the other as igno- 
' rant) and well know and ac- 
' knowledge the Ceremonies and 
+ other injunAions of Antichriſt 


to be naught , and yet ſubſcribed 


. to all, and uſed many, but upon 


other grounds then the former 


| ſorts, viz. That they might get 


into, and keep their Livings, and 
be capable of preferment ; and 
theſe corruptions of the times 
they yeelded to (as they pretend- 
ed) for neceſſtie ſake rather then 

to leave their Miniſtery. 
4+ The fourth fort are thoſe 
few 
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few faithfull men who ſtood ou 
and (as much as in them lay) op- 
poſed the ſaperititions and cor. 
ruptions of the rimes , and left 
their Minifterie rather then of- 
fend God, having learned that] 
rule of the Apoſtle, not to do 
evil that good may come thereof; 
and knowing that God hath no 
need of mens fins to accompliſh; 
his works. 
The two firſt ſorts of theſ! 
Church-men (as they call them)! 
are caſhiered ; the fourth ſort 0! 
diſcountenanced, that they either 
lurk in obſcure places, or-are gone 
beyond the ſeas ; for pariſh Chur 
ches they meddle with none, un- 
der the notion of viſible Char 
ches. The third ſort are the men 
for theſe times, who have ſo great 


induence upon all ſorts of men, ) 


that it the Parliament and Ar- 
mie, and all other men dance not 


after their pipe, they are Here- 


ticks, Schilmaticks, Seftaries, di- 


ſturbers ' 
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ſturbers of the peace, and hinde- 
rers of Reformation. 

Pr..I do confeſſe that in our Church 
there have been Miniſters of all thoſe 
forts which you have deſcribed : but 
the third ſort whom you ſeem to blame 
are they who ſuffered under the cor= 
ruptions of the times, and yet fulfil- 
no, led their Miniſtery, and ſubſcribed 

| for neceſlity ſake, -rather then the 

; Church of God ſhould be deprived of 
their labours. Theſe now are, and 
then were, confrained to bear the bur- 
then and heat of the day 3 and of this 
ſort ( for the moſt part) are all the 
chief affors in the intended Reforma- 
tion, and we finde many of them have 
given a worthy Teſtimouy to the truth 
of Feſus Chriſt, and againF the He- 
reftes of the times. 

Ph. I knew no neceſlitie there 
was for them to keep their livings 
upon thoſe terms. And for. the 
Teſtimonie which theſe men have 
given, if you mean in writing, 
[ think their Teſtimonie is partly 

: true 
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true and partly falſe. But verie 
few of theſe men ever gave teſti- 
monie to the truth, ſo far as to 
ſiffer much for Chriit , not fo 
much as to: hazard their Livings. 
It's an eafle matter: to:teſt ihe a- 
gainſt Blaſphemies againſt God 
and the Perſons in the Trinitie, 


'n 


c—— 
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and againſt thoſe errors , which | 
being repugnant to divers Arti- | 


Cles of the Creed, aredeclaimed 
againſt both by the Papiſts and 
looſe Proteſtants. But I never 
heard any of theſe men declaim 
again the corruptions of the 
times, nor confeſſe their own er- 
rors in Symbolizing with Anti- 


aus” 


chriſt, and receiving of the mark | 


of the Beaſt , to the ſcandall of 
the Goſpel, and prejudice of the 
Church of God. 

Pr. Alas you know not what the 
mark of the Beaſt is; I can tell you 
what it is, but T defire to know what 
You mean by it. 

Ph. I ſhall declare that to you, 

not 
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' not as any conjefure of mine 


own, but from the learned , and 
ſome ſuch as 'you cannot well re- 


| fuſe their teſtimonie. Learned Na- 


per a Baron of Scotla. expounding 
13. Rev: 16, ſaith that the Crofle 


1s the mark of the Beaſt; and a- 


moneglt divers reaſons he gives 
for ſuch his opinion, this is one, 
viz, Becauſe all men areenticed 
under the colour of the Name of 
Chriſt to reverence that Chara- 
er. Bellarmine, who knew the 
uſe of the Crofle in the Church 
of Rome , faith it is Gods mark 
mentioned Fzeh. 9. 4+ Bellar, not. 
inlit, N in Gram. Ebr. &* cont. de 
effet. Sacram. lib. 2. pag. 221. &* 
de Sacram confir, li. 2, cap. 13. Pap. 
371. And he makes it the chiet- 
elt mark of the Church of Rome, 
becauſe nothing can be conſecra- 
ted without it. A mark is that 
by which any thing is known. 
Brightman in Apoc.13. 16. another 
learned man , faith , That the 

mark 
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mark of the Beaſt contains ſum- |' 0: 
marily all thoſe waies by which | 2 
men are bounden to the obedi- 9 
ence of Antichriſt. ' of 
Reverend Pareus in Apoc.13.16, | 6 
agrees with profound Do&or Ro- | ( 
bert Abbot, whoſe expoſition up-: | y 
on the place above named he com- | | 
mendeth., and reciteth it thus : 
To the common Characer ( or | « 
mark _) appertaine thoſe things 
which are praficed by all Anti- | 
chriſtians, as the obſervation of ; 
Faſts and holy daies inſtituted by | 
the Pope, the worſhipping of | 
their breaden God, and doing | 
other things not commanded of 
God. And Pareus upon the next 
words faith, No man may buy, 
receive, or ſell the holy wares of 
Maſles, Indulgencies, Abſoluti- | 


ons, Diſpenſations, Tythes, &c. 
but theſe Spirituall Huckſters, 
marked with this perpetuall cha- 
racter, to wit, Biſhops, Prieſts, 
Monks , and the like Merchants | 
: 
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n- | of ſouls, citing that place, 2 Pet. 


ch 
i= 


| 


. 
1 
: 


' 


2.7. Through covetouſneſſe ſhall they 


with feigned words make merchandize 


' of you. And that of Paul, 2 Tim. 


6.5. They ſuppoſe godlineſſe is a gain 
( or merchandize ), What think 
you now is the marke of the 
Bealt ? 

Pr. Theſe things may be the mark, 

of the Beaſt, but what do they concern 
us £ , 
Ph. They do moſt of them 
belong to you the pretended 
Clergie of England, I mean to 
the Formaliits of this age , who 
have held their Livings, and ſub- 
{ſcribed for pretended neceſlitie 
ſake. 

Pr. Shew me bow that can be, the 


things mentioned before agree to the 


popiſh Prieſts. 

Ph. So do they ( for the moſt 
part.) agreeto you and your fel- 
lows , little differing in theſe 


| things from the Papilſts; and our 


pretended Clergie have received 
them 
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them from the Church of Rome, | 
and have practiſed the ſame &c. 
Viz. | 
T1. Firſt they have ſubſcribed 
to, and uſed 'the fign of the 
Crofle, the chief of all Popiſh | 
Ceremonies. 


2. Secondly, they have obſer. 
ved Popiſh Faſts and holy daies, | ' 
and many other ſuperſtitions in | ' 
the worltp of God, wichour | 
warrant of the Word. | 

3. Thirdly, they have ſub- 
ſcribed and conformed to the 
Book of Common-prayer, which ' 
makes their holy daies equall to 
the Lords daie. See the beginning ' 
of that Book. 

4. Fourthly in their ſubſcri- 
ption they made themſelves the 
Prelats, and fo the Popes vaſſals 
and ſervants, and took their li- | 
cenfes to preach from them. | 

5. Fitthly they have dealt in 
thoſe Wares and Merchandizes, | ! 
Diſpenſations for non-refidence, | 

Abſo- 
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| Abſolutions, Tythes, and the bo- 
* | dies and fouls of men, the proper 
merchandize of Rome. of 

6. Sixthly they have received 
| the names of ſuch ſpirituall Mer- 
| chanrs as are of the deviſing of 
' Antichriſt, as Prieſts, Parſons, Vi- 
cars , Curats , although they 


Fe | 

| refuſe the names of Monks, ſa- 

- | vouring of too much auſteritie of 
| life, yet more antient and inof- 


fenſtve. 
' 7+ Seventhlyand laſtly , their 
kneeling in the a& of receiving 
is lictle better then bread-wor- 
| ſhip, or God under the form of 
| bread. 
| Pr. Nou ſtrain things very far ; 
. | Þ ſhall not trouble my ſelf ro anſwer 
2 | Jour conjectures 3 onely the laſt thing 
by you mentioned is very offenſive to 
.  ) me,for T bold kneeling in the at} of re- 
ceiving,to be the moſt reverend geſture, 
| | andpraftiſed it upon that ground, the 
ratber becauſe injoyned. by the Church. 
| Ph, 1 intend not a large dif- 
- C courſe 
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 Joynedin reverence to the Sacra- | ' 


courſe about aboliſhed Ceremo- | 
nies, but adviſe you (o far to view 
them as they concern the matter 
we ſpake of, which is the mark 
of the beaſt, of which this is a 


part. 
1. For firſt kneeling was in- 


ment, as appears by King Ed- | 
ward's ſecond book of Common- | 
prayer. 

2. Secondly it was never uſed | 
or known till after the Lateran | 
Councell axno 1215+ where the | | 
carnall preſence of Chriſt was de- | | 
creed. The next Pope Honorix | 
the third, within ſeven yeers at-| 
ter decreed kneeling in the at of || 
receiving, in regard of that (fſup- | 
poſed) carnall preſenceof Chriſt. 
Satay AG & mo. Dial. between Ci 

om and verity, Book 2. pag. 780; 

Col, w OOO OG 7 
3- Thirdly upon that ground| 
of the carnall preſence, Bellarmine| 
urpeth kneeling,affirming ic m_ 
an- 
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0- | dangerous to kneele, or worſhip: 


w 


( for its all one) if Chriſt were 


not corporally preſent. Bellar. 


contr. 1. 3. de euch. cap, 21. pa. 633- 


| 4. & cap. Pa. 63 4 


Pr. Well, notwithſtanding what 


| you ſay, I conceive the admitting and 
| ſubmitting to the authority and ſupre- 
| macy of the Biſhop of, Rome: to be 
| themarke of the Beaſt., - : 


Pb. If that be ſo, and nothing 


| elſe be the mark of the beaſt, then 
| have not many of the Popiſh 


Congregations of France receiv- 


| edthe mark of the beaſt : for they 
| allow not: of the Popes Supre- 


Nor more did the very 


| City of Rome ſubmituntill about 
, 230. yeares fince. Cal. 7nſt. li. ca. 


IE: Ser; Ig. 1-5 
Pr. I bave. nothing to ſay to the 


*{ Congregations of France , but theſe 


men whom you thus mark with the 
mark of the Beaſt, are the chief actors 

inthe intended reformation. 
Ph, If theſe Formaliſts be the 
C 2 mens 
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men,who muſt reforme,and teach 
the way to the people, 1 ſhall ne- 
ver look for reformation : I told 
you they have received the marke 
of the Beaſt, as his vaſſalls and 
{laves, and have ated for Anti- 
chriſt : not onely doing wicked- 
ly themſelves, in ſubſcribing to, 


and uling- popiſh Ceremonies, | 


ſuperſtitions , and humane in- 
ventions in the worſhip of God, 
having no foundation from the 
word of God, which is the rule 


of his worſhip : bat alſo many | 
of them have perfwaded others 
therein to tranſgrefſe,and by their | 
examples have cauſed many to | 


the ſecond Commandement. 


fall with them into the breach of | 


For thele fins they have mani- - 


teſted no repentance , nor given 


any facisfaftion to the Congre- { 


gations to this day: for which 


_ cauſe God will never honour | 
them ſo far, as to make them 


x 


. 


inſtruments to reforme the | 
Churches. | 
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Churches. My opinion therein 
is grounded upon that Text of 
holy Scripture, Mat. 5. 19. 1ho- 
ſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt 
commandements , and teach men (6 
ſhall be leaſt in the Kingdome of hea- 
ven, which I take to be meant of 
the Church of God, under the 
Goſpell. Andit is to be there- 
fore feared, that reformation will 
be deferred untill the carcaſes of 
the chief of theſe men are fallen 
in the Wilderneſs , that they 
may never fſce the promiſed 
land, Puts. | 

Pr. You cenſure tbe faithfull Mi- 
niſters of the Church very uncharita- 
blie,why ſhould you ſufpe@ their faith- 
fulneſs in reforming, Gods houſe : 


; ſeeing they are peinjad in their cal- 
p 
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lings, and faithfull in that which is 
committed to them. 

Ph. I honour the faithfull Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, and I be- 
ſeech the Lord to increaſe their 
number. Bat beſides, what I 

B23 have 
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have formerly ſaid, I will remems- | 
ber you of what paſſed in theſe 
laft years ; and by that you nuy 
jJadge of their faithfulneſs , 
whom you ſo much commend, 
Its manifeft in what condition 
the Parlament found this whole 
Nation at their firſt meeting : 
even poſting in all haſt to Rome, 
longing after the Garlick and 
Onions of Egypt: and they had 
Captains made to lead them thi- 
ther ; the whole Rabble of Pre- 
lates as their yo ay and 
cheits. And the inferiour Cler- | 
oy , Parſons, Vicars  Curates, | 
Prieſts, &c. with thereft of their | 
Apocryphall, Ecclefiaſticall Or- | 
ders, as their Lieatenants , and 
infertour Officers : And thele 
faithfull men you ſpeak of (fſer-. 
ving the time) made no head a» | 
.. gainſt the reſt : but patiently bear | 
what their Lords put upon them, | 


- — — * 
wh 


pee no__ - 


: 


4 


and ſo marched with the throng | 
towards Egypt. 2 | 
r. 
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Pr. I cannot fay , but that the 
Church of England ( although the 
moſt famous Church in the World) 
farniſhed wit a mo$} learned, and 
orthodox Clergie, bad manie in it 
who were very corrupt and ſuperſtiti- 
ous. But theſe are removed and or- 
thbodox, godly and learned Divines 
of whom we formerly ſpake, put in 
their roomes and places. 

Ph, You glorie like the An- 
gell of the Church of Laodicea, 
in your gifts and graces, and 


| know not your want and po- 


verty, Rev. 3. 17. Its partly true, 
that in ſome places the ignorant, 
fkcandalous , and others , who 
would not take the Covenant 
have been removed, and ſome of 
theſe orthodox men 'put in thetr 
rToomes , and thar is , and will 
be the bane of- thefe Churches 
and Church-men. Take but a 
view of their praftices , and Tet 
that ſpeak, how well they have 
carried themfelvs within - five 

C4. years 
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yeares paft, ſince they got their 
preferments 3 I could inſtance in 
many - places , where ſuperſtiti- 
ous andblind buflards were put 
out of their Livings, and ſome 
of theſe Orthodox men put in 


| 


OI 


their rocmes : and when they | 


had got good Livings, werethey, 
or are they contented ? Some 
hold livings in the Country, and 
livein London, hardly ever com- 
ing tothe flock, but to take the 
fleece: Some hold two or three 
Livings a peece ; ſome leave one 
and run to another, when they 
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can finde a greater ; nay, they | 
will fight for a better Living ras | 
ther then looſe it. And yetfalf- 


ly bewitch the filly people to 
belive, that its the call of God 


ſo to do, when its — | 


els bucthe deluſion of Satan, an 


| 


of their own wicked hearts to | 


ſatisfie their ambition and ava- 
rice. See but how thelte men 
preſſe the Commiitee for plun- 

| dered 
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dered Miniſters for angmentati- 
ons, and removals from day to. 
day , and how they ingage Par- 
lament men to a&for them , cal- 
ling themſelves in their Certi- 
ficats, and Petitions, godly, 
learned, and orthodox Divines. 


| Anditis obſerved in the Coun- 


try, that many of thoſe who are 
thus put in, prove more proud, 
covetous, and contentious then 
thoſe which were put out. And 
I doubt not, but when theſe mens 
bellies are full, and they at eaſe, 
they will agree to make a golden 


; Calfe , and rife up to play as 
; their Predeceffors did. And I 
| dobelieve that — who ſerve 


their cures as they (call them ) 
by a Deputy,will without repen- 
tance go to heaven by a De- 
puty. 

Pr. Although 1 will not excuſe 
all the Clergie of the land , who bave 
two Livings, nor their removal from 
Place to place , where they had ſuf-- 

| C5 ficient ; 
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ficient maintenance before : nor the 
pride, contention, or avarice of ſome 
of them - yet 1 know many of the 
Clergy , of whom 1 know there is ns 
cauſe, to Seprac revolting or fal- 
lins into popiſh errours , or ſuperſti- 
tions, or other ill courſes, they be- 


ing known ts be religious and godly , 


men. It is true, ſome are conſtrain- 


ed to take two. livings , for that one 


will not maintaine them, and others 
for a time to bold*two Livings , be- 
cauſe they are not ſure of the better 
bolding it, but during the Sequeſtra* 
t20n, 


Ph. Sir, doubt you have been 
a little tacked with that FEpide- 
micall diſeaſe of a pluralift , and 
guilty of removing from place 
toplace, But I muſt tel you. 


your excuſe ' will not bear you 


out at Gods Tribunall. The 
very Popiſh Do&ors and Can- 
non Law condemn pluralitie of 
'Benefices in a Presbyter : mendo- 
not uſe to. put away their wives,. 

nor 
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nor takeanother to her., which - 
formerly he had upon ſuch pre- 
tences. Thetruth is, the preach- 
ing of the goſpel is meerly made 
atrade to get money ; they preach 
for hire, run before they be cal- 
led, come in at the window like 
a thief, and preach according to- 
their pay : provided: they may - 
have ſufficient to keep contempt 
from the Clergie ; be as. power- 
fall as the Popiſh Dodttors , and 
able through their abundance ito - 
contend with their whole Pariſh, 
and ſwagger in theic filks. as 
their Predeceſſors did, they will 
be content, : -otherwiſe they will 
tell you , you rob God in not . 
paying their Tythes, and do not. - 


allow them honorable mainte- 


HNANCEe 
Pr. . Theſe things which you charge 
the Afiniſters with , are inconfiſtent 
with boneſtie and religion ; \and I told . 
yok many of the Clergie, who intend 
ahe reformation ( avcording to. the. 
foundation 
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foundation , laid by the Parliament, 


by advice af the Reverend eAſſem- | 
bly of Divines) are godly Orthodox | 


and learned men, whom in cbaritie 
you are bound to belive , can never 
fall into damnable errors , hereſies, 
or abominable practices. 


Ph, Touching their final eſtate, | 


F will-not judge,bur leave that to 
Almightie God : yet this I dare 
ſay, none of theſe men are better 
then Peter, who once afted the 
Devils part : nor better then 
Aaron, whoupon like pretence, 
as theſe men have, viz. neceſlitie 
or convenience joyned to make 
the golden Calf : nor are they 
better, then their predeceſſors, 
whoſe mouths were ſtopped, and 
their judgments blinded with 
honorable maintenance and pre- 
ferment. Conſider but this ; 


Cranmes and Ridley ( although ' 
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godly Biſhops and Martyrs) were 
- two of thoſe, who oppoſed King 


Edward the fixt ,, and his Coun- 
ENT cell 
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cell in the caſe of Mr. Hooper, 
when he would have omitted 
popiſh Ceremonies at his. en- 
trance into his Biſhoprick. AF. 
Mon. v0. pa. 146. Allo eall to 
minde 7ewel/, Babbington, Chappell, 
Mr. Hutton, Davenant , Morton, 
Whitgift, Ro: Abbot, Pilkington, 
and Hall, who all deſerved well 

of the Church of God, ( and ' 
better then moſt of theſe Ortho- 
dox men, whom you ſo much ad- 
mire ) whileſt they continued 
in theic uprightneſs , before they 
were loaden with honor, and 
honorable maintenance. But 
fee how they carryed themfelvs 
afterwards, ſome of them turned 
notable perſecutors, others grew 
idle, ſome erroneous, if not he- 
reticall in their judgments : And 


- attained with their Lordſhips, 


Hierarchicall ſuperſtitions. I 
could name others of inferior 
ranke, of great note for learning, 
pietie, and ſoundneſs of judge- 
R ment, 
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ment, even in points controver-. 


fall, who-upon conformitie (af- 


ter long ſtanding out.) accepted . 


preat livings,. and preſently: be- 
came the very 4tlaſ's of popith 
Ceremonies. Vpon all which 1 
conclude , that theſe pretended 
reformers, having heretofore ta- 
ſed of the Devils broth in their 


honor, orproftt. 


Pr. Tow ceft very foule aſperfions 
> nia me Clergie , aud have 
raw 


2 mee into a diſcourſe , which 1 
never intended, 1 intimated to you he- 
fore,that it's the peoples fault that they 
do . not joyne with their Miniſters, to 
ſettle the Church , and reforme the 
abuſes in the ſame. Its an eafier 


matter to finde a fault then to amend 


it : for my part, 1 think the perverſe 
meſs, and peeviſimeſs of the pagplc 
F- 


| 
| 


| 
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is the cauſe which bindreth Refor- 


mation , for that they will abide no 


| government, but every one wull be of 


his own Religion without con-- 
tnoul. 
Ph. I cannot excuſe all the 


| people, nor think I all faultie, | 


who are afraid of having their 
Religion meaſured out unto - 
them by the Presbyterie : eſpeci- 
ally by the rigid ſort , who ac- 
count all error and herehte , 
which ſuites not with their con-. . 
ceptions , and all men ſchiſma« 
ticks, and Secaries, whoſe con-.. 
ſciences arenot juſt of their ſize 
and yet I am perſwaded that re- 
formation goeth not forward, is 
chiefly the fault of the pretended. 
Clergie. 

Pr. How«can that be ? or bow doth 
# appear ? - 


Pr. Becauſe moſt of the pre-- 


_ tended Miniſters maſt be ca- 


ſkeired, before there can be any 
reformation : for either _— 
| niſters. 
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niſters are dumb, blinde guides : 


or els ſo prophane, irreligious, 
or ſuperſiitious, that 1t they be 
reformers , their Elders in all 
probabilities will be of the ſame 
famp to jJoyne with them : And 
then | Jeave it to you to judge, 
what reformation here's like to 


be, when Satan muſt caſt out | 


Satan. | 


Pr. This zs the condition , but of 


few tlaces, many being better fur- 
iſhed , both with Miniſters and 
people, 

Ph, The moſt of the beſt ſort 
of Miniſters ftand ſo much upon 
their own intereſts : and beſides 
are in ſo great ſlaverie to their 


Patrons, that we ſee they firaine | 


their wits, to advance their own | 


honor and profit, and to pleaſe 


men 3; leaft either their Livings 


ſhould ſuffer any diminution : 
or ſome one finde a hole in their 
coat, ſome gymonie, lapſe, or 
other flaw in their Title, where- 


by. 
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by to put them out of their 
Living , which before they will 
looſe, the moſt will adventure 
their ſouls. And upon theſe 
grounds It is , that every one 
living within the compaſſe of 
their Pariſh , or theiz perambu- 
lation walk muſt be acknow- 
ledged one of their flock, and 
comming to Church, he is (with- 
out doubt ) a member of the vi- 
fible Church, how ignorant or 
wicked ſoever ; or els how can 
they demand any Tythes or of- 
ferings from them. And for-the 
ſame reaſon the Miniſters labor 
to preſerve their Pariſhes intire, 
ad not to leaye out any part 


; thereof , lealt they looſe the 
 Tythe and benefit which comes 


by it. And hence is it that they 
maintain every Pariſh to be a vi- 
ſible Church, although there be 
neither lawfull Miniſter, nor any 
Congregation. of faithtull, peo- 
ple there , who have given any 

teſtimonie 
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teſtimonie , that they are mem-| th 
bers of Chriſt, or of the houſ- | > 
hold of faith. m: 
Pr. Theſe things may eaſily be | 
amended : and T preſume when the | bY 
Charck is ſettled, and the Presbyteri- | Bd 
an government,with the Claſſes ani th 
Synods confirmed, theſe things which | All 
are ami(s may be altered, or changed; th 
they are but pettie blemiſhes , and | 7! 
the Miniſters will therein ſatisfie the p! 
weak, , and ſuch as are offended ; | W 
But its well you bave no greater mat= | L 
ters to charge them with; O 
Ph. 1 conld acquaint you with | {{ 
other abhominable things, main- | *| 
tained by your Miniſters on pur- f 
poſe to'{atisfie their laſts of pride | t 
and covetouſnels '( to which all | t 
other things are but drudges) be- | | 
ſides, what 1 formerly told you ( | 
oft, which although you acconnt | * 
them pettie matters : yet are they | | 
repugnant to the cfſence of a | 
Church of Chrift : And I ſee 
none goeth about to amend them: 
they - K 
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they have Elders and Officers 
choſen as if they intended refor- 
mation ; but the Miniſters and 
their confederates, the Elders do 
but provoke the Lord, grieve his 
holy Spirit, and mock and abuſe 
the people of God. Where is 
anie of your great Presbyters 
that ever confeſſed that his Pa- 
riſh was too great, and the peo- 
ple too manie , although they 
were twentie thouſand, and his 
Living worth 500 I. per annum : 
or that anie of the people were 
ſo wicked that hee would ſpare 
them out of his Church : or de- 
fired to have his Pariſh divided 
that hee might make way for 0- 


] thers more able or worthie then 
' himſelf. Leaſt alſo hee ſhould. 


part with ſome of his Tythes 

and fo diminiſh his revenue and 

oreatneſs , which is againſt his 

honour andprofit. | 

Pr. Thave already given you ſa=- 

tirfattion to that you now ſaid , = 
fe 
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tell you again wee muſt noi expect t{ yi 


bave a reformation at once 3 its 4 
matter requires time and avtoritie to 
compell obedience to the Orders of the 
Church, and then you ſhall ſee the 
Presbyterie af vigorouſly , and re-/ 
formation will undoubtedly go on a-| 
pace. But Ipray you what are. thoſe 
other things to which you take excep- 
tion, as things abominable, and yet 
maintained by the Clergie £ 

Ph. They defend and main- 
tain their Popiſh callings from 
the Prelates, their old conformL 
tie and ſubſcription ( which in- 
gaped them to bee the Prelates, 
and ſo the Popes Vaſials) the Pa- 
trons right to preſent to the 


Churches, the Popith and Apo- 
cryphal names of Prieſts, Par- 
ſons, Vicars and Curates ; the 
Book of Common Prayer, and 
 Homilies, and uſe of popiſh Ce- 
remonies , maintenance by Po- 
pith'and ſuperſtitious offerings, 
double benefices, Icaving one li- 


vIng, | 


} 


| 
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« ying,when they can get a greater, 


 4| thruſting themſelvs upon people 


without their ſutfrage, conſent, 


the maintaining Popiſh Veltries, bee- 
al inga mear mockerie of Chriſts 


**| Ordinance, as it they intende( 


ef 


|= 
n 


, 


| to ſeparate the precious from the 


a*« 
ſel vile , when they do nothing 
Us 


leſs. All which things with 
others might ealily bee ſhew- 
ed to bee abominable , and 
not to bee ſuffered in the 
Churches of Chriſt. Beſides 
theſe, they plead ſtifly, that mar- 
rying, burying, and tunerall O- 
rations belong to the Miniiterial 
fun&ion : and allow of all chil- 
dren to bee baptized , although 


- + the Children of Tarks and Infi- 


| dels,(bur eſpecially thoſe of their 


| Pariſh Y' if they bee . offered to 
' them, how wicked ſoever their 
parents are. And in like man- 
nerthey admit all ta the Lords 
Supper, how unfit ſoever,if they 
comebut to Church. Thele, and 


others 
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others fach like have I heard 
leaded for with great confidence, 
whileſt they have blamed others, 
who take upon them to preach, 
not having ſuch callings, as they 
howſoever gifted ; and yet for 
advantage they will bear with 
anie novice, or ignorant fellow, 
having been two or three years: 
or it may be leſs at the Univerh- 
tie, and put him up into the Pul- 
pit, not doubting of his calling 
to the Miniſtry : And all theſe 
in order to the ſervice of theſe 
mens pride and covetouſnels. 

Pr. I perceive you finde fault als 
moſt with every thing, although ne- 
ver ſo ancient and inoffenſive : What 
can you ſay againſt Mariage , why 
it ſhould not be accounted to belong: to 
the Miniſtry, having been ſo long uſed 
' in the Church, | "OR 

Ph. I anſwer, that Marriage is 
acivill ation, and belongs to 
the Magiſtrate to ſee it orderly 
done, and fo was uſed under the: 

Law, 


I 
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Law, and is ſo uſed at . New-Eng- 
land , and in other -reformed 
Churches at this day. Rutb.4. 9. 
Lechfield newes , &C. pag, 39. 
Its true, that in corruption of 
time when Antichriſt prevailed 
above the civill power , it was 
brought into the Church that 
the Prieſt might have an oare in 
every boat, and no man marry 
but whom they permitted. And 
by this meanes it was looked to 
that the Prieſts might not marry, 
and thoſe perſons who did mar- 
ry. muſt have the Pariſh Prieſts 
Certificate, or Licence, leaſt any 
griſt ſhould go by their mill, 

Pr. This may be true, and yet the 
thing not unlawful ; for the Afini- 
ſter in the face of the Congregation 
to joyne the marryed couple , and: to. 
give thent ſome good exhoertatian fit 
for ſuch a Solemnitie. - 

Ph. Why may not as much be 
doneby a godly Magiſtrate be- 
ing acivill a&ion, and conmon 


ro 
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to all Nations ? But that is not | , 
all : after the Marriage was an- | c 
nexed to the Miniſteriall fan&i- 
on, the Church of Rome ſoone| | 
made it a Sacrament , and the | , 
Ring muſt needs be added as the 
outward figne of love, the in-| | 
viſible grace, that as the Ring is | , 
endlefſe , the marryed couples | | 
love ſhould be endlefſe. A wor- | ;, 
thie Sacrament , and without | ; 
doubt fit to be retained in the 
Church, for the benefit of the 
Clergie, both in reſpe&t of ho- 
nor aud profit, the two maine 
things of all their deſignes. 

Pr. But Ipray you , why may not 
burying the dead be a fit afion for 
the Miniſter, and a funerall Ser. 
mon requiſite for them which are | 
living ?. = 

Ph. For burying the dead. Its 
alſo a civill work of Charitie for 
Chriſtians to accompanie the 
corp's of their dead friends to 
the grave, and to lay them there 

without 
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without more adoe : and the 
dead alſo may burie their dead; 
And what the Miniſter hath 
there to do more then another 
man I know not. 

Pr. Its fit he ſhould give ſome ex- 
bortation to the people: and if be 
preach a Funerall Sermon , its done 


for the edification of the living, and 


not for the dead, and preaching us good 
in fo and out of ſeaſon. 

Ph. I confeſs the word ought 
tobe preached in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon : but ſome times and 
places are ſo unſeaſonable, as no 
chriſtian prudence will admit it 
convenient to preach ( as the 
times now are) for a man to 
preach in Weſtminſter-ball when 
Judges are fitting ( though Paul 
preached upon CMars-hill { the 
Judges Court) at Athens) or to 
preach a Sermon' in a common 
hall, when a companieare at din- 
ner , where no man regards, 
theſe times and places are too un- 


D ſeaſonable, | 
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ſeafonable, there being conveni- 
ent times and places for ſuch re- 
ligious ations. And for your 
exhortation or funeral Sermon, 
they are more inconvenient and 
unfeaſonable, then at anie other 
time and place, being more a- 
buſed ; and the very original be- 
ing naught. 

1. Firſt, we read of no ſach 
thing in the Scripture , onely 
we finde godly men uſed to ac- 
companie others to the grave, 
and ſometimes made lamentation 
for them. | 

2. Secondly , theſe funeral 
Sermons (or rather Orations ) 
were firſt uſed by the Heathen, | 


and then taken up by the Church | p 


of Rome, who uſed at theſe So- | d 

lemmities to praiſe the dead. 
3. Thirdly,thencethe Church 
of Rome came to pray for the 
dead, and to this day defend it 
ftifly. Andtherefore as a learn- 
ed man once ſaid in a Sermon in 
my - 
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my hearing, we have left pray- 
ing for the dead, tor the evill of 
it ; we may as well leave off pray- 
fing the dead by reaſon of the 
abuſe of it. 

4: Fourthly, now beſides this 
the corruption - of the times are 
ſuch , that the gift for the fune- 
rall Sermons , ſo blindeth the 
eyes of the Miniſters, that gene- 
rally they alwaics finde out one 
thing or other, to commend the 
dead for , although moſt pro- 
digiouſly wicked ( as what 


man in his ſickneſs , or at 


ſome other time, will not do or 
ſay ſome good ) for which the 


| Miniſter preſently ( in conceipt) 
1 | placeth the dead partie in Para- 


diſe: to the woful hardning of 
the wicked ( many of their au- 
ditors Jin a courſe of lin , when 
they hear as bad as themſelves ab- 
ſolved by the Miniſter, as a Saint 
departed , and a faithfull bro- 
ther , according to the blinde 

D 2 cha- 
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charitie of our Service-Book, 
And were it not that ſome profit 
comes to the Clergie by theſe fu- 
neral Orations ', they would as 
eaſily be laid aſide, as their prayer 
and exhortation at the grave, for 
which they had nothing given 
unto them. 
' Pr. ou ſeemed before to take ex- 
ception to the Baptiſme of Infants, 
and truly you reaſon like an Indeper- 
dent, who are for the moſt part Ana- 
baptiſts. | 

Pb.I1 do not diſallow of the Bap- 

tiſm of ſome Infants, whom] con- 
_ ceiveto have right to Baptiſm: 
but I do not allow of the Bap- 
tiſm of all children indifferent- 


Iy :nor of all ſuch children whoſe | 


arents profeſs Chriſtianitie. 
Pr. The ancient Fathers teſtifie 

the Baptiſm of Infants in the 

Church to be an Apoſtolicall Inftitu- 


tion, and to have been uſed from the 


Apoſtles times , when whole bouſholds | 


were baptized, and no exception of 
Children, 


nn, G0 4 


| 
| 
| 
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children. And there are many rea- 
k. | ſons, . and unanſwerable arguments 
hit | grounded upon Scripture, both in the 
U- | old and New Teſtament, to warrant it. 
as | And the werie Text it ſelf z5 clear, 
er | Ais 2. 39. Ihepromiſe is made 
Yr { to you, and to your children,&c. 
n| Andif the promiſe be made to them 
(children) they then have right to the 
| ſigne, or ſeal ofthe Promiſe. 

- . Ph. Touching what you al- 
| ledg from the Fathers , 1 con- 
+ | fefs, I have notall thoſe books in 
my cuſtodie , which I finde cited 
>| for this purpoſe ;. but I have 
-| ſearched divers: of them, and if 
:| youpleafe to examine them, they 
- | makenothing for you. All agree 
-| in this , that Infants were bap- 
©| tized in the Primitive Church 
| and Auguſtine affirmes it to be 
el an Apoſtolicall Tradition. Au- 
ef guſt. contr. Donat. l.. 4.. ca. 23s 
24+ Lib. 10. de gen. ad liter, ca. 
23. Ciril. in levi. l. 4 But this 
doth not prove that the children 
| D'3 of 


- 
» 
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of Heathens ; nor of all ſuck 
who profeſſed. chriſtianitie were 
baptized, how wicked and lewd 
ſoever their parents were : or 
whither of the Church, or ex- 


communicate. And ſich as hold \ 


all ougtt to be baptized , hold 
that children dying without 


Baptiſme cannot be fayed. Cipri. | 


Epi: ad fidum. 137. 

And for your Arguments from 
Scripture, you can thence con- 
clude nothing , But that the In- 
fants of believers have been, and 
may be baptized. Andifyou ob- 


ferve where you finde whole Fa- | 
milies baptized , as the Jailor, | 


As 16. 14. 15- 33, 34. and 
Lydia's, the Parents, at leaſt one 
of them were believers. And 
touching that place in the A4Fs, 
which onely ſeemes fo plain co 
you , If I ſhould admit the pro- 
miſe there mentioned to be 
that which you meane , which 


. May veric well be queſtioned, It 
why E makes 


| 


i. Ln 
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makes nothing to prove that for 
which its intended, by the men 
of your opinion, who will have 
all the children in their Pariſh, 

if their parents come to Church, 
to be baptized: Thenext words 
clear it from ſuch conſtrufion, 
and giveyou a full anſwer. The 
promiſe is made to you and to 
your children, and to ſuch as are 
a far off;(but the Apoſtle further 
addes) even as manie as the Lord 
our God ſhall call, ſo that by 
your conſtrufion, this muſt be 
concluded. Converts have right 
tothe promitſe, and ſo have their 
children, 8&c. You conceive the 
State hath done well, in debar- 
ring the wicked and abominable 
from the Lords Table, and if the 
Parents be ſeparated, or excom- 
municate { ſo I account them 
who are debarred from that Sa- 
crament) how can their children 
have right to the other, as being 
born of believing) Parents. 

D 4. Pr. 
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Pr. We conceive , we have ſuf- 
cient warrant to baptize all Tnfants 
that are brought to us , being offered 
in the Church to be baptized : For 
although their immediate Parents 
were neither of them Beleivers, yet 


ſome of their anceſtors might be ( and | 


| 


| 


we are bound in charitie to be. | 


lieve they were ) Believers : for God 
fheweth mercy to thouſands of generas 
tions of them that love him. 

Ph. You are without doubt 


fingularin your opinion , and | 


upon this ground all the chil- 
dren of Turks are to be baptized 


(if offered in the Congregati- | 


ons) becauſe they proceed from 
#” Abrabam by Hagar ; and all the 
\ Jews, becauſe they proceed from 
Sem: yea, andall the Gentiles, 
becauſe they proceed from Fa- 
pbet 3 and all the world , be- 
canſe they proceed from Adom, 
I never heard aflerted, untill of 
late, nor dol think any Ortho- 
dox Divine will maintain it. I 
confeſs, 


| 


|; 
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confeſs , I once heard ſomething 
to that purpoſe, from a Miniſter 
whom you know yery confi- 
dently affirmed. But afterwards 
he having to deal with the Ana- 
baptiſts, forſook that hold, and . 
ſtood onely upon that point to 
prove, that ſome Infants had 
right to (or might be) baptized, 
which he then , and at other 
times proved by Doftor Featleys - 
arguments againſt the Anabap- 
tilts. 

Pr. How ever it may be with the 
children of Turks, and other Infi-- 
dels , -yet there is no doubt , but the - 
children of ſuch as are members of - 
the Church by outward profeſſion ( al- 


though we ſeenot the ſignes of grace 


aniteleftionin them ) bave right to - 
Baptiſm: v2 « |} Wh 

; Ph. I account godleſs, impeni- - 
tent-perſons living in the boſome - 


; of the Church as Infidels, and 


Heathens , and the Apoſtles rule 
18 ſo,"and in the language of the 
Ds — 
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Pr. We conceive , we have ſuf- 
cient warrant to baptize all Infants 
that are brought to us, being offered 
in the Church to be baptized : For 
although their immediate Parents 
were neither of them Beleivers, yet 
ſome of their anceſtors might be ( and 
we are bound in charitie to be- 
lieve they were ) Believers : for God 
fheweth mercy to thouſands of genera- 
tions of them that love him. 
= You are without doubt 
fingularin your opinion , and 
—_ this nd all the chil- 


dren of Turks are to be baptized | 
- (if offered in the Congregati- | 
ons) becauſe they proceed from 


#" Abrabam by Hagar ; and all the 
Jews, becauſe they proceed from 
Sem: yea, andall the Gentiles, 
becauſe they proceed from 7a- 
pbet ;'and all the world , be- 
canſe they proceed from Adom, 
I never heard aflerted, untill of 
late, nor dol think any Ortho- 
dox Divine will maintain it. I 
| confeſs, 
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confeſs, I once heard ſomething 
to that purpoſe, from a Miniſter 
whom you know yery confi- 


| dently affirmed. But afterwards 


he having to deal with the Ana- 
baptiſts, forſook that hold, and . 
ſtood onely upon that point to 
prove , that ſome Infants had 
right to (or might be) baptized, 
which he then , and at other 


times proved by \Doftor Feat ley ' 
; arguments againſt the Anabap-: 


tilts. 

Pr. How ever it may be with the 
children of Turks, and other Infi- 
dels , :yet there zs no doubt , bat the - 
children of ſuch as are members of - 


' theChurch by outward profeſſion ( al- - 


though we ſeenot the ſignes of grace 


£ 
; 


ſ 


' ani eleftionin them }) bave right to - 


Baptiſm. 


: Ph. I account godleſs, impent- - 
tent-perſons living in the boſome 


; of the Church as Infidels,, and ' 


| 


Heathens , and the Apoltles rule 
is ſo,”and in the language of the - 
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Scripture”, they are dogs and 
{wine, to whom holy things are 
not to be given , nor the chil. | 
drens bread to be cait to them) | 
Aatth. 7. 6. And their children 


{ where neither Parent can be) - 


judged a believer, which no no- | 


torious wicked man or woman | 
can be) are pronounced unclean, | 
L Corinth. 7. 14. How ever God | 
may ſhew mercie , the Church 
#: ought to judge according to out- 

ward appearance, and not to ad 

mit the wicked Parents to the 
one Sacrament , nor their chil 

dren to the other , without, re- 
formation. in the Parents, or one 
of them. - 

But TI pray you, why was not the 
child baptized, which was brought 
(from another Pariſh) to- your 
Congregation to be baptized , I \ 
underſtand the Miniſter. refuſed: 
tobaptize it. | 

Pr. Is tree, Dt it was not 16 


[7 


ger- 


Ker your” Sromd: , the Aims | 
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and | fter conſulted with the heads of. the 


are | 
hl. 


Tm, 
ren 
be 


al] 


Pariſh, and upon debate of the mat- 
ter, they concluded it was not fit it 
uld be baptized there, leaft it might 

be chargeable to the Pariſh. | 
. Ph.l am forrie to hear this car- 
nal reſolution from ſuch a Mi- 
niſter, and fo long taught a peo- 
ple. It ſeemsſome Miniſters and 
people dare tranſgreſs the Law 
of God, if it be for advantage. 
As the Phariſees taught upon 
retence of their Corban ( the 
x) But how doth this agree 
with that tenet , that all chil-. 
dren of ſuch as are members of 
the Church, by outward profeſ- 


fion ( which all are in that Pa- 


riſh where that Childe was born) 


oughs to be baptized. 


r. If it bea fault, let bim, or. 
tbe _ for it, who did it, it may 
by they are able to give ſatiafafiion. 
therein. But touching that which you 
jeid befare, that ſome are to. be ac- 


Gwnited aycleqns we cans cenſaae - 
| any . 
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any , 4s profane or unclean : nor keep | | 
them from the Sacrament of the Lords | 
Supper : the Miniſter cannot do it 
of. himſelf , without the - Elders , 
Church-Officers ) joyn with him. 
Although the Miniſter know the Com- | 
municants, to be prodigrouſly wicked 
or ignorant, and in all probabilitie 
eat and drink their own judgment, or 
damnation , he cannot keep them 
from the Sacrament : Such muſt be | 
ſuſpended by the Church , before the. | 
Miniſter can refuſe to admit them ; 
and untill then their children ought | 
not to be denied the Sacrament of 
Baptiſme , for the- reaſon before al- 
uged. | 
Ph. Touching admitting all 
to the Lords Supper upon that 
ground , bicnats the Miniſter 
cannot refuſe them , not being 
prohibited by the Church'( you 
mean the Presbyterie) I anſwer, " 
the Miniſter is bound to forbear 
' to adminiſter the Sacrament -to 
them; whom he knowes -cat and 
drink 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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di ink their own judgment for the 
reaſons aforeſaid': - Although 
you have -not the power of the 
Church- cenſures in your hand. 
The reaſon is clear, becauſe it is- 
alwaies a {in to give holy things 
todogs, and to prophane Gods 
Ordinances. Burt its no fin to 
forbear , to adminiſter-a Sacra- 
ment -upon juft occaſion for. a 
time. The Jews were not re- 
proved for omiſſion of Circumci- 
fon-in the Wilderneſs : Zoſhua 
5. 5. and the Paſſeover upon 
juſt occaſion might be- deferred 
for a moneth. Numb. 9.: 9. Io. 
And although I think it no: fin 
to communicate with the wicked 
inthe Ordinances , where I am 
nota perſonal a&or, nor appro- 
ver of their fin , but a partaker: 
Yet its without doubt,: a fin to 
be an aforin ſuch a caſe; for the 
ator tranſgreſſeth the rule, and: 
cauſeth others to tranſgreſs. 

Pr. It ſeems you. ſtumble at mix 
Congregations, 
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Congregations , do you ever think to 
finde a Church on earth ſa clean, « 
wot to have wicked men in it. The 
tares will grow.in the field witÞ the 
wheat untill the harveſt . which i 
the end of the world. 

Ph. 1 confeſs, your mixt. Paro- 
chiall Congregations do ſo far: 
make mee ftumble , that I much 
quefiion whether they can be re- | 
pured true viſible Churches of 
Chrift ; And I hold that manie 
of them are not, having not the 
elfencials, either the materia], nor 
formal - cauſes of a Church, in 
—_ » 27a _ _ 

ynagognes of Satan,like Pricfts, 
like people, and the beſt axe [e- 
prons, and very unclean. 

I know the Tares ſhall grow 
with the wheat; AMatth. 13+ 38, 

| bucifyou mean by Tares, pro- 

i nc wicked men, they fhall grow: ' 

S «+ Mthe held, that is, in the world; 

not in: the Charch : the Tares. 


which ſhall be inthe Church _ 
eill- 
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till the harveſt are hypocrites 
profane men ſhall be caſhiered, or 
rather never admitted into the 
Churches of Chriſt. But I can- 
not deviſe, how its poſſible theſe 
Parachiall Congregations can be 
purged without digbanding,there 
are (o few, who are fit to be 
Church-members, and ſo many 
of the wicked. | | 

Pr. Although we have not the Di- 
ſeipline ſet up to ſweep, and cleanſe 
the Church - yet we endeavor to put 
a difference between the precious and 


the vile, and to groe'everis one theay 


portion , and to order things in 
the beſt-manner we can, both for the 

Cifrnifterie andpeople. Wi 
Ph. Its- true , you: have the 
Image, or rather counterfeivot 
fome fach thing,  as'/putting a 
— in he Popit Veſtries: 
C3 you- What garments 
han you wang there, that the 
Veltriemaſt needs be upheld; the 
Whoores ſock, with the Cope, 
Rochet,. 
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Rochet , Tippet, and other 
trumperie are gone. And I know 
not any of Baals Priefis here, 
who now uſe ſuch veſtmenty, 
that rhere is any need- of a Ve 
firie to put them in, or that ſo 


-manie men. need be truſted with - 


them. | 
Pr. .That meeting which: you ſcoffe 


at 3s no ſuch Veſtrie , its only a place - 


for the heads of. the Pariſh to meet in, 
to conſult about the affairs and Orders 


of the Church, and for ſetling and. 
chaſing "the Miniſter , when there is 


need , and providing maintenance for 
him.” 3; EPS vv ot 
'- Ph. Itiſeems then that: thoſe 
Veſtrie-men , who are there to 
confult, are more worthie- then 


thereſt-( who.are without) and 


may not-intermedd{e with theſe 
things about which'they conſult ) 
Theſe do very well reſemble the 


| conclave of Cardinals at Rome, 
adviſing about the: chuſing ,  de- 
poling and ordering; the —_ 


Y 
þ 


> 


| 
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of the Pope, and his Church. 
But I pray you, by what Law of 
God have theſe your Veltrie men 
autoritie to ele&, and pur out 
the Miniſter , and to preſcribe 
rules and Lawes for the reiidue 


of the people; I proteſt againſt 


all their Orders and agreements, 
how juſt ſoever they may ſeem, 
as not daring to ſubmit to ſuch 
anuſurped power , being con- 
trarie to Chriſtian libertie , in 
which the Apoſtle Paul com- 
mands the Galatians, and in 
them all Chriſtians to Rand faf, 
and to maintain-the ſame as being 


purchaſed by Chriſt himſelf. Gal. 
' 5.1. compared with chap. 3. 1. 


3. chap. 4. I 0. 
\ Pr. I confeſs this Veſtrie is not 


. aright Presbyterie , nor claim they 
) any ſuch power by colour of any di- 


vine Law : But yet for order and 
conveniencie, T think they ought to 


' te tolerated untill the time of refor-. 


| mation. But Sir , what doth this 


CON,>- 
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concern you ; It becomes you to be 4 
bearer, anda learner, rather then q 
Teacher having ne calling there- 
unto. 

Ph. It concerns me, and eve. 
ry Chriſtian as a member of the 
Church ( if your Church be a 
true Church ) to ele& our own 
Minitter, and not to have him 
thruit upon us, either without 
or agalalt our wills or conſents, 
as the manner now is. And he 
that comes in otherwiſe tnen. by 
the ſuffrage of the people, enten 
not by the door , but comes ina 
a Thief and a Robber, and hath 
no lawtul calling. Calvin. Inflit. 
I. 4. ca. 3. Sed. 15. Aft. 14.23» 

Pr. For our calling to the Minis | 


ſterie, we doubt not of it + nor ever | 


queſtioned it, being confident its wats 
rantable. Thoſe who ordair;ed us bes 
ing Biſhops and lawfull Pregbyters : 
or at leaſt they ſtood in the place | 1 
of ſuch; and atis don by them art. 
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valid_ 3 Saframents adminiſtred by | 


Pap: Fs | 
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e 4 | Papiſts and other hereticks, are right 
nq| Sacraments, ſo they be duly admini- 
Ire- | ftred, for the matter , although 10yn= 
ed with their corruptions. And 1 
ves | buld it unlawfull for any man , to take 
the | #pon bim the Office or funti10n of a 
e a| Miniffer, without a lawfull cal- 
wn | ling. 

im| ArdT finde that in thoſe ancient 
out] Canons, called the Canons of the 
ts, | Apoſtles, it 3s ordained that one Bi- 
he | ſbop may ordain a Presbyter, 
by] #h. This is a poor and inſuf- 
en| ficient calling , 1f a Biſhop had 
14] anyautoritieto ordain a Min} 
th | ſter, or to Judge of his gifts in 
it, | order to his admiſſion to a 
. | Church, which I denie ( and the 
« | ſame isa point of Poperie) yet, 
er | that thereupon the Churches 
a'*| ſaffrage, or aſſent ſhould be by 
be \ the Biſhop conferred upon the 
c:| Miniſter, is againſt all ſenſe and 
| reaſon , much more againit Re- 
re| ligion, which ought to be ſquar- 
hy ed by the word as the Rule. 
js. Mar. 


j 


108. ' The Presbyterie. \ 

Mar. de vulſon. de libert. de le E- 
gliſes, Gallicane. Pag. 148. Ca. 9. 
And for your Canons of which 
you ſpeak , none: regard them; 
but the more. ignorant ſort of 
Papilts,they being known to be 
of a later date then the Apoſiles: 


and are credited as much w| 


Lucianus \coffes : Tobits and fur 
Ciths ſtories, or ſafer Munmouth 
his. tales. And :thoſe Canons 
were coyned juſt at his time,ſome 
four hundred years ſince , by 


ſome of Fefferys Religion. But| 
can. you ſhew no more then thi | 


for your calling, then give over 


railing againſt others who hav| 


not the ſame, and yet it may bf 

a better calling then you have. 
Pr. Why, what do our Miniſter, 

of the Church of England want , « 


what is requiſite to a lawfull Calling 


to the Miniſterie. 

Ph, Belides abilities -of -gifts, 
# ana inward graces , every Mini- 
fter oughtto have a more due or- 


dination,! 
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dination, and this is to be per- 
formed by the Church or Con- 


.| gregation, for-the better effe&- 


ing whereof, they may take the 
advice of the learned , who are 
able to make tryal of his gitts, 
and of his abilitic, and apeneſs:to 
teach. . 

And then the ſame is perfe&ed 
by the free ele&ion, or ſuffrage of 
the people who are Church- 
members: And in theſe things 


the Scripture is plain ; ſhew how 
| you have ſuch a calling. 


Pr. For the firſt, T had thought 


Thgd given you ſatisfaFion alreadie, 


when I told you we were ordained by 
Biſhops, who bad abilitie to judge of 
the Miniſters gifts , and were ( or 
ſtood inthe place of) true Presbyters. 
And for that which you call Elefion, 
or the Suffrage, or aſſent of the pee- 
ple, although it have no place with 
us , regarding everie-ciretmftance in 
the formalitie of it, yet we bave that 


which 3s equivalent to it. 


Ph. 


ito The Pretbyterie 

Ph. I pray you what is that ? 

Pre. We, at the leaft ſome of us 
bave the conſent of the Pariſh , or at 
leaſt the moſt of them , either before, 
or after our admiſion, and if not, we 
are preſented by the Patron of the 
Church , who is inſtead of all the 
Congregation, being their repreſen- 
tative, in as much as he was intruſted 
by them all, to cbuſe for them all in 
regard of their weakneſs , and to 4- 
boid confuſion in the election : and 
his aft in preſenting is the af} of al 


the people, as the Acts of Parlament, 


being. made by thoſe who are choſen by 
the people, are the Acis of the ay» 
And the people are bounden as well by 
the Afts of the one, as of the other: 


er,if any man except againſt the per- | 


ſon preſented,be bath his liberty to do it. 

Ph. O moſt profound divini- 
tic : or rather notable poperie. 
By the ſame Rule, and upon the 
ſame ground, the Pope collated 


to many Churches in England, | 
and the Biſhops had the — 14 
0 
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of all the Churches in their Di- 
oceſſes (ſome peculiars excepted) 
and put in, and pur our at their 
pleaſures , and this muſt be al- 
lowed for the people ſurrendred 
(or rather yeilded up by compul- 
fron )) into the hands of thefe 
wolves (pretending to be Shep- 
herds ) all their right and pow- 
er» But alas, this grew through 
corruption of time, when Anti- 
chriſt was come to his height, 
then he and his Prelates inthral- 
' Ied the Churches , and wreſted 
from the poor people that right 
which the Goſpel gave unto 
them , and which continued for 
; | the firſt three hundred years after 

| Chriſt; as is confeſſed by the Pa- 
piſts and Proteſtants. Fullers ho- 
ly ftate, [7.2+ ca. 12-f4. 87. ACSI. 
| 23.66 6.5.Calvin. Inſtit-l. 4. ca. 19. 
Sef.31 & 14.Se. 31-Cath Divine, 
An.Caudrey Caſe.Prefa. ſeft.8. Mag d: 
Cent.2.ca.7.cent. 3.c.7 Cipr.epiſt.L1. 
epiſt, 4. epiſt.3. & lx. 3. epiſh, 8 I. 


UTC 


112 The Presbyterie 


But theſe Wolves made void 
the Law of God, by their Tra- |. 
ditions ; and the {laviſh Miniſte- | | 
rie of England are unwilling to | | 
come out of this Babyloniſh ſer. 
vitude ; but with Tſachar , be- | 
cauſe he ſees reſt is good ( or ra- 
ther his Benefice fatYhe croucheth 
down under the burthen. But| | 
fee the uſe and equitie of it in our| | 
dayes ; it may be at the firſt this | | 
power of preſentation was given | | 
to a good man (or rather he took | | 

| 


it ) becauſe he founded or en- 
dowed the Church) but by revo- 
Jution of times it comes by de | 
ſcent or purchaſe toan Atheiſt, a | 
Papiſt, a Symoniſt , or ſome| 
wretch not fit to be truſted with | | 
the life and death ofa dog, much | 
leſs with the ſoules of men. And 
by this means the ſouls of | 
men according to that Prophecie 
become the merchandize of Rome, 
for who ſeeth them not ſet to 
ſale almoſt by every Patron I, 
an 
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and their bodies too , Rev.18.13. 
x) GcopaTey 1 wluxas arlgwnar- 
tor according to the number of 


the people, and the profit of their 
bodily labours is the Advowſon 


| fold for more or leſs, And [ 


know no other way in all the 
world, how the bodies and ſouls 
of men can be made che merchan- 
dize of Rome, but by this means : 
nor is the Propiecite any other 


way fulfilled ; tor if ic ſhould be 
| meant of ſelling (laves, that pro- 
. perly belongs to the Turks. 

Pr. But I told you ( although 
ſome Patrons prove Latrons, and 
| ſell the Preſentations ) the people 
may except againſt the partie preſent- 
ed, if be be not 4a worthie man , and 
| if they do not,its their own fault. 
 Þh, You had need to have 
' more 8kill in Divinitie then you 
have in the Law: Alas this Li- 
bertie is but a meer gullerie and 
couſenage of the people. lf any 
one refuſe toadmirt, or do keep 

E Out 
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out the partie preſented. And 4 
quare impedit , or ſuch Writ be 
brought to trie the right , Gods 
Law never comes into queſtion, 
but only who hath the beſt title 
to prefent by the Law of the 
Land, which is Popiſh in that 
point ( as in manie others the 
ford of heaven amend it) and 
lookes only upon the prefenta- 
tion as a temporal right without 
judging the matter , as apper- 
taining to Religion : therefore 
I pray you ſpeak no more of this 
matter; for the more you ſir in 
in it, the more it ſtinks: But 
ſhew me ſome better evidence of 

your calling. | 
Pr. IT wif ſhew you ſufficient ; 
IPee bave abilities and gifts fit for 
the Miniſterie , being apt to teach, 
and able to divide the word of truth 
ariyht; And our Minifferie is ſeal- 
ed by the converſion of ſoules : and 
bowever our outward calling in a ni- 
eetie mny be defeFive : yet we bave 
the 
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the inward , which zs moſt effectuall ; 
and therefore there is no cauſe of ſe- 
paration. 

Ph, For your calling I account 
itnot right, for what you for- 
merly alledged : And for that 
you laſt ſaid its no proofe that 
your calling to the Minifterie is 
lawful : for a-private man may 
be abundantly gifted, yea, and 
convert ſouls, as common expe- 
rience ſheweth, and yet have no 
calling to the Miniſterie. And 
this I dare farther add, and know 
y mine own obſervation , that 

od doth not blefs the Miniſters 
hbours, who have received the 
mark of the Beaſt ( by their con- 
formities and ſubfcciptions _) as 
he doth the Jabours of other 
; faichful men. And the reaſon 

is, becanſe they ſtood not in 
Gods wayes , fr it they had, 
they ſhould have turned the peo- 
ple from their iniquiti-s. But for 
want of a faithful Miniſteri?, it 
E-2 bath 
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_ hathpleaſed God to blefle the en- 
deavours of godly Parents and 
religious governours of families, 

and private Chriſtians (who with 
. Joſhua lerve the Lord) to the con- 


vcriion of many more ſouls then | 


are turned unto God by theſe 


mens Miniſtery, how learned and| 


Orthodox lfoever. So that where 
a man can hardly finde any con- 
verted by the Miniltery of theſe 
m:n, he may finde the footſteps 
of Religion and godlineffe deri- 
ved from religious Parents and 
Families, for the continuance of 
the Church from generation to 
generation , even to admiration, 
And your old conformitie and 
Subſcription , which you are 
conſtrained to defend by Popith 
arguments, when you have to 
deal againſt the Browniſts and 
Independents, are a great blemiſh 

_ tothe Miniſtery. 
Pr. Ie ſubſcribed to nothing 
which was unlawfull , although many 
things 


| 
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things were inconvenient. 


Ph. Thanks bze to God that 
we be rid of the Hierarchy of 
Arch-biſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, 
Arch-D-acons, Deans, and the 
reſt of that rabble, the Books of 


Common-prayer, Homilies, con- 


* ſecration of Prieſts and Deacons, 


with the ſpiritual Courts, Li- 
cenſes, Diſpenſations, Commu- 
tations of Peimnes, Conſecrati- 
on of daies to Saints, and ſome 
to wicked men and Idols, as the 
Croſſe and the Rhoode , daies 
obſerved by ſome, forbidding of 
meats and marriage at ſom? times, 
with their Canons and Ceremo- 
nies, Croſſes, Snrplices, worfhip 
of the breaden God, and many 
other popiſh trinkets. All which 
the moſt ingenious amongſt your 
ſelves have condemned, as nor 
capable of purgation, but fit to 
be aboliſhed : elſe I could eaſily 
prove the whole body of them 
(which. are contained in your 

7 E 3 Sud- 
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Subſcription ) moſt of them be- 
ing injoyned and ſet forth in the 


Rubrick, and the reſt compre- 


hended in your Oath and Cano- 
nicall obedience to be reliques of 
Antichriſt inyented by that man 
af fin and his vaſſals; and areat 
the beſt humane preſumprions 
brought into the Church with- 
out warrant of the Word, Vid. 
Preface to the Common-prayer Book, 
or teaching Ceremonies whiec 

Chritt onely ought to appoint, 
who is the Teacher of his 
Church; and ſerve for nothing 


elſe but to miſ-leade the ſimple, 


and to offend the weak, and tend 
enely to conformity with Rome : 
And therefore altogether unlaw- 
full. But cheifly the Croſs (which 
in Baptiſm is made the fign and 
Seal of the whole work of San- 
Rification is the worſt of all Po- 
piſh Ceremonies, and the greateſt 
Idol in the Romiſb Charch ( ex- 


cept the Virgin Adar/e) for. that. 
| bleſs. 
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bleſſeth all the reſt, and therefore 
is the greater, as Bel/armine teach- 
eth, Bel/ar. Conir. de ſacra. Confer. 
[. 2. C. 13- $4371. Theſe things 
you know better then I do; yet 
name them thus briefly, that you 
may conſider of them, and not 
wilfully hudwink your conſci- 
ence, and impriſon or withhold 
the truth in unrighteouſneſs, but 
that you may come to the fight 
of that your fin ; and as you have 
publikely offended , you may 
make publike ſatisfa&tion, by ma-. 
nifeſting your repentance for this 
ublick breach of the ſecond 
ommandment. 

Pr. Peter offended * Anhip in 
denying his Maſter, and yet we finde 
zo publike confeſfion which he made of 
bis fin, nor any ſuch ſatisfaGtian as 
you ſpeak, of. | | Wk 

Ph. Although his form of con- 
feſlion is not mentioned, yet its 


- Clear he manifeſted his repen- 


tance ſo. that it was fully taken 
E 4 no- 
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notice of. What greater manife- 


ſtation of ſorrow then tears ; and 


what greater ſigne of repentance 
then ſorrow for fin with amend- 
ment ; both which were evident 
In Peter ; his ſorrow, his weeping 
is mentioned by three of the E- 
vangeliſts, and one ſaith he wept 
bitterly. And the Evangeliſt Lake, 
who wrot the Goſpel, either ſaw 
it himfelf, or heard ic from them 
which ſaw it, Luke 1.2. as he did 
the reſt of the ſtory of our Lord 
in the fleſh. And therefore no 
private weeping. And for his re- 
pentance, it was anſwerable to 
his offence, otherwiſe his con- 


ſcience could never have been ſo | 
well ſatisfied, nor would he have | 


been fo confident in profeſling his 
love to Chriſt as afterwards he 
was, Jobn21. 16,17. Nor did 
Chriſt upbraid him for not ma- 


nifeſting his repentance, as he did 


Thomas for the hardnefſe of his 
heart and nnbclief. And why 
ſhould 


—_ 


Hindering Reformation. 121 
ſhould you think much to con- 


| fefſe your offence more then Pa- 


trick Adamſon the late Archbiſhop 
of Andrews in Scotland, Bartro. 
eApolog. in Exord. who confeſſerh 
his finne and error touching 
Church-government, and others 
have done the like. 
Pr. If 1 were ſatisfied in my con- 
ſcience that conformity and ſubſcripti- 
01 to theſe things was a fin, 1 ſhould 
be willing to make ſatisfatien: T 
(ball think upon it further bereafter, ' 
and do what I finde fit to be done as- 
we # Teen oP EEE oo 

Pb.. You ſpeak . ingeniouſly, 1 
have not known many Miniliers 
of your condition would ſay ſo 


| Much, ] onely offer you this con-- 


lideration ; you defervedly ex- 
ſpe&'that ſuch as have committed 
offences againſt the ſeventh Com- 
mandment , ſomthing leſlie then 
the groſſe a& of adultery, and 
that in private before it was re- 
vealed ſhould 'publikely give fa- 
ws Es ti sfa-. 
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tisfa&ion to the Congregation ; 
and it was done ſo; Spiritual 
Adulterie is worſe then corpo- 
tal. ' And everie breach of the 
ſecond Commandement is a de« | 
oree of it, and yours not the leaſt. 

F leave you to apply it, & c. And 
it 1 could fee you repent of this 
11n you would then Fate the gar» 
ment ſpotted by the fleth : and 
woutd caſt off the very names of 


Parſons, Vicars ,. Curates and 
Prieſts. And everie name and 
thing belonging to Baal , and 
fay to them get thee hence. 


Pr. I#hat think you of the late | 


Prebends. , F think you cannot finde 
znore faults in them, then you - impute 
to our painfull miniſterie : And al 
men condemn. tbem as uſeleſs, and 
unprofitable. 


Pb. The Prebendaries , al- 


though: but of humane Inſtitu- 
tion were more tolerable then 
theſe- Parſons , Viears- and-Cu- 


rates , more innocent in their | 
foundatior 


- 
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foundation or Inſtitution -{ at 
leaſt manie of them!) leſs deſtru- 
Rive to the Churches , , and: not 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to the 
Kingdom of Chritt in the out- 
ward adminiſtration of- ic. 

Pr- 1 am ſorrie you ſhould juſtifie 


* arompanie of idle drones , who are 


juftlie aboliſhed as unprofitable bur- 
dens , andſuch as have eaten up the 
fat of the Land : and conſumed that 
which might have maintained manie 
faithfull Miniſters. 

Ph. You miſtake me, I do not 
juſtifie them , but comparatively 
(forl think they are jJuftlie abs- 
liſh'd ) Tay they are more tole- 
rable, &c. and that 1 will juſtttie 

Pr. T bold it it impoſsible to prove 
that our Miniſters, Parſons , Vi- 
cars ,, and Curates are” warſe or. 
leſs tolerable in any reſpe& then the 
late Prebendavies. £2 

' Ph, Touching their perſons 
as men, Schollars, or Preachers, 
F ſhaft fay nothing but this, 

theſe 
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£24 
theſe Miniſters and the Preben- 
-daries were as ſheep go to the 
fould , ſome good ſome bad, 
fome learned , others unlearned, 
ſome Preachers , others dumb 
Dogs, ſome idle droanes, others 


more painful , ſome ſober and| 
temperate ; others given up.to | 
Luxurie and. drunkenneſs, ſome || 


Politirians ; others morall ha- 
neſt men, ſome devout 3 others 


profane, ſome more Orthodox. | 


others erronious and heretical, 
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ſome more fincere and Goſpel- 
ike ; others wholly given up to 
ſyperſticion. 


Pr. 1 do confeſs of both ſorts of Þ! 


theſe Church-men there were , which 
bave bad their wices and vertues, 
fuch as have ng nag: vertue 


and pietie, aad others infamous for | 
wickednes.. But wherein Les the 6 | 


ference that you prefer one before t 
otber, the worſe before the better. 


. Pb. TI prefer the Prebendaries. / 
invtwo reſpefts Firſt relating, / 


5: 
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-| to their original or Inſtitution. 
e| Secondly to their praftice and: 


),| ginal, 1 conlider theſe Preben- 
daries as a civill ſocietie or cor- 
s) poration, aSa Hall or Colledye 
d\) in the Univerſiti, and ſo they 
0 || were the Biſhops Councell or Af- 
e || fiſtents, who. was a Baron or 
= |} Peer of the Realm baving his 
+| place in Parlament. Secondly , 
and for their prattice and condi- 
tion of lite as they were not, ſo 
| they ſtood. not as Miniſters ha- 
" ving ( as you call it) cure 'of 
.' fouls, as the Parſons, V icars, and 
f : Curats uſually had. | 

: Pr. This was. not all their im- 
, 

. 

x 


ut I 
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| ponent, or office 3 they pretended to 
Preachers and Miniſters, and bad 
much of the revenue of the Church 
+ intbeir bands. EE 
* Pþ.1 confeſs the. Prebendaries' 
|, a3 manie of your pretended Cler- 

; /. gle have had fat morſell!s. for 
:/ their little labour. :. But that 
h ſeems 


*4 
. 


| condition of lite. For their ori ., 
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ſeemes to be the {implicitie or 
devotion of thoſe who gave it to 
them. Howloever it they did 
any ſervice ( as | told you what | 
- was their Office) it could note” 

expected they ſhould wait and at- | - 
tend the Biſhop as his Councell. 
for nothing ; eſpecially they be- 
ing the ſupports of his magnif- 
cence. And the matter of that 
Hierarchie being to be upheld 
with ſo mach policie. 

Pr. Our Miniſters ſerve for bet» | 
ter #ſe, and therefore to be preferred 
before theſe Prebendevies: Is this al. 
J0u can ſay for them ? | 

Pr. No, I can fay fomettiing 
more, | told you what they were 
in their inſtitution poſttively 
now I will adde fomething of 
their  riegative righteouſheſs , | 
which 1 formerly touched at, vis. | 
_ were not originally itnftt- 
euted to fland in the roore of: 
trac Paſtors, As our Parſons,. 
Vicars, and Cnrats-were. They 

were 
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were only bound t o preach (by 
themſelvs or others) certain Ser- 


 mons yearly in the Cathedrall, 


not pretending to any Pa- 
ftorall charge : And ſo as they 


did little good they did little 


hurt. ' But when with their Pre- 
bends they got Chuarch-livings, 
and became Parſons and Vicars ; 
they became more guiltie of the 
bloud of ſouls then ever their 
Prebends could have made them. 
Then they became Pluraliſts, idle 
droanes , Non-refidents , kept 
out true Paſtors, made'a' firong . 
faftion againſt reformation, and 
to nphold their Parſonages they 


* joyned with the reſt to keep 


Chriſt q oe] tris Kingdome. _ 
Now lay all this cogerher , 
your Parfons, Vicars and Curats 
are of the devifing of Antichriſt 
without warrant of the word, 
andare ſach as 1 have deſcribed; 
ThePrebendaries and rheir ap- 
purtenances ate juſtly Ms 
| "tl 
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ſee now if it be not high time to 
pluck up thoſe alſo. 

Pr. It doth net appear to me there 
zs any . evill in theſe names , you ſhall 
find many.godly and Orthodox Dis 
vines, Parſons, Vicars and Curats, 
who ſhew themſelves plad to be quit 
of all the Ceremonies , and heartily 


defire a through reformation, , and + 
ſome of theſe. are. net aſhamed 'of, the 


aame Prieft. MS 

Pb. I pray fir forſake theſe A- 
pocryphal and Popiſh names, for 
a great part of the Religion of 
Antichriſt 'is wrapped.up. in ſuch 
names of his Creation, as Car- 
dinals , Abbots, Priors, Arch- 


\ 4 
. . 


Biſhops, - Lord Biſhops, DNeanes, 


Arch-Deacons , Chancellrs, 
Commiſiaries, Parſons, Officials, 

Viears,  Curats, Pricſis, &c. 
Pr. For all. theſe names-and Orders; 
but the four laſt we bave nothing to 
do with them: and what barm i 
in any of theſe four names; or what 
offence comes by them, 1 ns 
+ 
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Ph. I ſhall endeavor to let you 
know ſomewhat of that evyill_ 
which I conceive of them, 

1. Firſt , in their Infſtitu- 
tion and original ( they ha- 
ving no foundation in the Scrip- 
ture) are of Antichriſts deviiing, 
and in their nature and uſe con- 
trarie , or unlike to the Mini- 


| ſters of the Goſpel, who are only 


Paſtors and Teachers. For their 
original, they grew up: in this 
manner. The Dioceſan Bithop 
( who in corrupt times was con- 
ceived to have the care of all the 
Churches in his Dioceſs , which 
for the moſt part were endowed 
with all the Tythes of the Pa- 


| riſh ) did uſually appoint the 


Preiſts or Miniſters , which. in- 
deed were but .the Biſhops Cu- 
rates or: Clerks. 

Fullers boly State. Lib. 2. cap. 
r2. p. $7. citeth. Conci.Toledon. At 
5 89- Can. 9» | 

Now when the Biſhop had given . 

ro 
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tothe Miniſter, the cure of fouls, = 
and care of the Church | 
with all the Tithes and profiuh,, 
thereof, undiminiſhed by hisIn-F , 
ſtitution, he was called the Ref ,, 
for, or Parſon, which verie It\ ,4 
Ritution being accepted, was an[ (3 
acknowledgment that the right| 4 
to the Charch was originally in} q. 
the Biſhop , and that made the], 
Parſon but the Biſhops Curate:|yþ 
or rather fervant or Clerk: and| yg 
ſoit continued until the difſolus| 
tion of the Biſhopricks. 

2, Secondly, the Vicar (a8 a|{ 
Clergie-man ſaid) was created,or] {, 
rather madeby the Devil or the{þ 
Pope: for when the Parſon grew F 
too great , or the Patron had] 
founded a Monaſterie , or 0*Jy 
ther ſupecſitious Houſe towardi| 4 
the maintenance thereof , the\y 
tithes of ſeveral Pariſhes which | y 
formerly belonged to the 
Churches, were appropriated, |y 
and this was done by the ry 
wit 


uls, 
b 


with conſent of the Biſhop, and 
the Incumbent Prieft,- if there 
were any , and ſometimes this 


-f Appropriation was made by ver- 
_ Popes Bull : and then 
'] the care of the Church was in the 


Governour of the houſe ( or 0- 
therwiſe according to the foun- 
dation ) who ſerved the cure (as 


they called it) that is performed 


'|the Idolatrous ſervice by a 


Monck'of their honſe who was 
called the Vicar : and to him 
there was allowed for his paines; 
ſometimes a ſtipend in monie, 


["repgaare the ſmall Tithes, &c. 
{ ach a proportion as he could a- 


ee for with his Maſter, the Go- 


wxenor of the houſe: And when 
the houſe came to the Crown by 


[| difolution , it Rood charged 


with that Ripend : or ele the 
View had the ſmal Tithes, or 


{ſuch part thereof , as formerly 
| was agreed for, and the Bulk of 


the T ithes became a Lay fee, and 
were 
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were ſold out, and enjoyed az 
the ſuperſtitions houfe held 


tzem, and the Compoſition or ,, 
endowment of the Vicar remain- Þ 


ed , and ſo continues as his por- 
tion to this day for ſ-rving the 
Church, &c. But uſually he had 
his inititution from the Bi- 
ſhop. 

3. Thirdly, the Curate grew 


in this manner ; when the Biſhop 


held a Parſonage in commendam in 
his own hands, to augment his 
Biſhoprick, ora Parſon grew idle; 
or had ſeverall Church-livings ; 


then they hired ſome inferior 
Prieft for what they could to ſup- 


plie the care for a year, a moneth 
or as they conld agree ; and he 
was called the Curate, who came 
and went according to his pay, 


and at the diſcretion or: will | 


of him that hiredhim: and ſo he 
continues to this day. 

T tell you theſe things not be- 
cauſe] ſuppoſe you know them 


nor, | 
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not,but to put you in minde how 


unlike theſe orders are to the Mi- 
 niſters of the Goſpel 3 for you ſee 
the Goſpel had nothing to do to 


approve or diſapprove of the pre- 
Rap Miniſter, Parſon , Vicar, 
or Curate, but all was original- 
ly in-the Pope (or in the Bithop 
his Vicegerent)) from whom the 
Biſhop originally received his 
power , which continued here 
in force for manie hundred 
years. 

Catb. Devin. Reſponſ: Cook. I. Cau- 
drey. Caſe. pas. 

4. Sod for the name Prieſt,its 
true It is a contrat of Pres- 
byter ; but as its uſed, it com- 
monly {ignifies a Popiſh Maſs 
Prieſt,and is a a derogation from 


'the Office of the Lord Chriſt; 


Yor Tknow none other ſacrificing 
Prieſt in Goſpel-ſenſe; but Chrilt 
who was the laſt Prieſt and the 
laſt Sacrifice. = 

Pr.” Well, IT account there is no 
evill 
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evillin theſe nams , yet for offence | C 
ſake I fball be willing to leave them: | fe 
and do conceive that the Miniſters of [-ta 
the Goſpel who are to continue to the | $; 
perfecting of the Saints are properly | tl 


Paſtors and Teachers,who ought to be 
maintained liberally , and to have all 
incouragement by payment of all 
things due unto them. 

. Ph. I have alreadie told yon 


what I conceive of their mainte- 


nance, and particularly what [ 
think of tithes : But there is one 
thing which I wonder at , why 
the Miniſters ſhould ſtand ſo 


much upon ſuperſtitious offerings | 


and mortuaries. 

Pr. They have been anciently be- 
longing to the Courch : and although 
they of tbe Separation ſay they were 
the things of Idolaters , I doubt not 


but they may be uſed being converted | 


from their Tdolatrous uſe. 

Ph. As for thoſe offerings 
which it ſeems you agree to be 
Popiſh,as indeed the moiſt of thoſe 


| th 


Vi 
t] 
l, 
| f 


Ottecings | 
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c | Offerings were , which were of- 


fered at the Altar (called the Al- 


of [/tarage of the Church ) ſome to 
ve | Saints, Idols, or Devils to whom 


y 
e 
l 


1 


1 
[ 
E 
7 
) 
$ 


| 
| 


) 
| 


_ | Ings, tttsno more 


the Churches were dedicated ; 0- 
| thers to the Virgin-Marie ; Some 
for Tapers and Lights, and other 
ſyperſtitions uſes; others taken 
from the Jewes by the Papifts. 

| conceive all theſe unfit to be 


- | givento, or received for the ſer- 


vice of God : for that fome 
things of IdolJaters , not Idola- 
trous in Stare, as their goods and 
houſes may be made uſe of for 
| maintenance of the ſervice of 
| God : Butthoſe things of theirs 


that is, ſuch as were invented by 

idolaters for perfeRing their Ido- 

latrie , and ſerved for no other 

uſe ( as all Popiſh Ceremo- 

niesand popiſh offerings) ought 
not tobe nſed by Chriſtians, 

And for thoſe pe offer- 

| awful to uſe 

them 


. ok were [dolatrous in State, 


| 
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them to retain Circumciſion and 
other Ceremonies of which 
Paxl ſaith, If you be circumciſed 
Cbriſt profits you nothing , Gal.5. 2, 
for that the retaining of Circum- 
cilion is a forſaking of Chriſ, 
and makes us bound to full! 
the Law; and with that all 0- 
ther Jewiſh Ceremonies are abo- 
liſhed. 

And touching Mortuaries , 
they area fooliſh and ridiculous 
offering, and were anciently gi- 
ven as an amends and fatisfa&tion 
to God ( but they went to the 
Prielt) to purge the guilt of the 


deceaſed; which he contrafted by | 


his non-payment of Tythe 


whileſt he was living, andought | l 
as well as other Offerings be laid}? 


afide 3 according to that , Thou 
ſhalt not bring the bire of a Whore,nat' 
the price of a deg into the houſe of the 
Lord, &c. And wat agreement batd' 
the Temple of God with Idols. Deut. 


23. 18. ” 
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Pr. But now Tpray you according 
to your «Judgement , what muſt be- 
come of all our Churches ; Tt ſeems 
by your argument (if one may believe 
you) they muſt all be plucked down as 
the Browniſts teach, what ſay you to 
that. 

Ph. Touching the name 
CHURCH, in your ſenſe I do 
not greatly like it; for it pro- 
 perly ſignifieth a Companie, and 
is uſed for the companie. of 
the faichful yet for the preſent I 
ſhall admit the word by a Me- 
tonymie, to fignifie the place of 
their meeting : And I do not 
conceive there is any neceſſitie to 
pluck theſe Churches, or meeting 
giaces down. 1 confeſs I put no 
olineſs in them, and think the 


- 


Congregation may as well meet: 


1inany other convenient place - 


and that there is neither Leyal 


It. 


Pr 


jaor Evangelical holineſs in 
them. And that plucking down 
all the Popiſh and ſuper'iitious 

F pictures, 
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piures, and Monuments of Ido. 
latrie ( 1do not mean the Army 


of men of renown? and placing | 


a faicthfull Miniſerie , there isa 
ſafficient parging of theſe places 
co make them fit for the people 
of God to meet in for partaking 
of the holy Ordinances of God, 
Pr. Why ſay you ſo: ? Theſe 
Churches were founded by Papifts 
and bave been uſed to Idolatrie : And 
therefore you may as well allow of 
the things you ſpeak againſt even now, 
as theſe Churches, I think both ought 
to be allowed indifferently. | 
Pb. T hold there is great diffe- 
rence: Firſt for thoſe I ſpake of 
formerly , we are ſure they were 
the inventions of the Man of fin; 
and its poſſible to ſhew when and 
how they were brought into the| 


Church of Rome. Bar rheftj 


Churches(at leaſt manie of them) 


are more ancient then Poperie 'or| 


Antichriſt ; for its not poſſible 
that Antichriſt could come _ 
Ee | el 


| 


— 
© 
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till the Roman Empire was bro- 

ken and removed, which was at 
| Jeaſt four handred years after 
Chriſt. Before which Chriſti- 
anitie was plentifully ſpread in 
England , and many Chanrches 
and Congregations planted for 
the trae worſhip of God. 2 Theſ. 
738. Reve. 13. 2. 

Antiquitie with full corifent 
zgree that{hriftianitie was here 
planted in' or neer the Apoſtles 
daies , and that upon occaſion 
of the Perſecution that rofe a- 
bout Stephen Afts 11.. 19, divers 
of the' Apoſtles - and Diſciples 
eame' Into ' England' , amongſt 
whom the Ancients reckon, Pe- 


| ef, Paw > Joſeph of Aramathea 
| and Symon elotes. And that ſome 


Brittaines*,, both men and wo- 
| ten were famous Chriſtians, 
and ſome fuffered Martyrdom 
here in the firſt ten Perſecuti- 
| ons. Fox Act. & Mon. v0. p.147. 
148. Speeds Chron. pa. Now then 
, F 2 we 
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we cannot conceive but that the 
pietie and devotion' of thoſe 
times ( when they had a Chriſii- 
an King, Lucius An. 180. fr, 
Chriſt.. and Chriſtianitie coun- 
tenanced,and priviledged by di- 
vers of the Emperors , eſpecially 
Conſtantine and Theodoſius ) would 
ſtir up the Chriſtians to build 
them meeting places. :. Beſides, 
about the year fix hundred, when 
Auguſtin the Monck (ally called 
the Engliſh Apoſtle ) came into 
England, fent by Pope Gregorie 
the Great, who had not taken 
upon him the Title of uniyerfal 
Biſhop.) he found the reliques of 
manie Charches, and Congre 
gations (of Chriſtians ,; planted 
in England and Wales. Fox Ad. 
& Mon. v0. pa: 15G. 15.1.,; And 
he diſputed with the Monks, of 
Bangor ,about Ceremanies. , by 
which its conceived he. brought 
not ſo much Religion with him, 
as he did ſuperſtition and Intro- 

duCtions 


| 
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| IntroduRions to Popery ; for the 
Brittains. had learned Religion 
from better Tutors: Its true, af- 
terwards theſe meeting places 
were generally all polluted with 
Popiſh Idolarry, all which, with 
the Reliques thereof, being ſwept 
out, they are clean as before. 

Pr. But what ſay you to this, ma- 
ny of our Churches were Idols Tem- 
ples. Goodw. Ant. \Ro. ca. 20, de 
delubro. 

Ph. The Pariſh Churches T 
ie | conceive were built for the fſer- 
n | vice of the true God, the forms 
al | of them arennlike the Idol Tem- 
of j ples: But I confeſs ſome of the 
. athedra]] Churches were the 
ad 
ud 


OW. oo RE A. Ha 2 


© Ne 5 


, Temples of Idols, as of Fupiter, 
« | Hpollo, Fanus and Diana; ſome of 
1d | Which are demoliſhed; and ſome 
of} were new built, as Pals at Lon- 
by] dn by Etbelbert the King about 
hr} 1060 years fince : At which time 
m,| hee put out the Flammins and 
0-| Arch-flammins, and ſet np Arch- 
ns] F 3 Bilhops 
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Biſhops and Biſhops. Theſe 
Churches were built and dedica- 
ted to Idols, or rather Devils 
and falſe Gods, and therefore 
ought to be demoliſhed, as I con» 
ceive, according to that Law; Te | 
ſpall deſtroy all the places where they 
ſerved their Gods, and break down 
their Altars &&c. Deut. 12.2,3 &c. 
Pr. Well, I hope. ſhortly to ſee 
the Cburch-government ſetled » with 
the C x a and Synods, and that there- 
by all things will be well reformed, for 
the Appeals will regulate every thing 
whicb - is irregularly done, and many. 
will ſee-more then a few. | 
Pb. I ſhould be glad to ſee a 
through Reformation ; but TI 
do much feare theſe Prudentiall 
chings the Claſſes, / ra and 
\ ppeals to them, will prove but. 
adenatatt end Phybcans of 
no value. And I doubt not, but 
thoſe who put the Parliament up- 
on them, have their own. ends 
and aims in them. 
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Pre. Why ſay you fo ? the Church 
of Antioch did appeal to the Coun- 
cell at Jeruſalem in acaſe of Con- 
ſcience, ACts I 5. and why may not we 
do the like ? 

Pr. I deny that there was any 
ſuch Appeale as you mean ; its 
true the Church of Antioch in a 
caſe of conſcience did voluntari- 
ly ſend Paul and Barnabas and 0- 
ther brethren to Jeruſalem, to ad- 
vice with the Apoſtles, Elders, 
and Church there about that 
matter. And accordingly they 
received the ſentence and judge- 
ment of the whole Church, as 
well Brethren as Apoſtles and El- 
ders, which Apoſtles had extra- 
ordinary gifts of knowledge and 
revelation, and what they dirc- 
Qed them, was in ſtead of the 
written Word : We have no pers 
ſons ſo gifted in theſe daies, but 
maſt have recourſe to the Law, 
and the Teſtimonies, the written 
Word of God. 

F 4 Pr, 
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Pr. But do you not think, that theſe 
Claſſes and Appeals will be of excel- 


lent uſe for cropping and curbing of 


Errors, Herefies, and Sefaries, and 
keeping the Church free from pollu- 
tion £ | | 

Ph. Tamunwilling to tell you 
what think of Presbyterial Go- 
nernment, Tle fay nothing of it, 
but take thus much, mark the end 
and obſerve it. Theſe things the 
Claſſes, Synods, and Appeals can 
' never profit che Charch of Chriſt. 
The Appeals are in effeCt the ſame 
wee had before from the Arch- 


Deacon to the Conſfiſtory of the 


Biſhop, from thence to the 4r- 
ebes, then to the Audience, and 
then to the Delegates, ſo from 


the Congregation Presbyterie to | 


the Claſſes, from the Claſſes to 
the Provinciall Synod, then to 
the Nationall. Here is work for 
the Civill Lawyers,to wyer-draw 
a cauſe (as a Proftor once ſaid ) 
untill dooms day, if he lived fo 

long, 
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long. Theſe are not fo likely 
to do good as the ſuperineenden- 
cie of Biſhops , which grew up 
within the firſt "three hundred: 
years after Chriſt, and were or- 
dained as ( was pretended ) for a- 
remedle againſt Schiſme and He-. 
refie , which yet proved more. 
dangerous then the diſeaſe, and. 
made way for Antichriſt the. 
head of Prelacie.. The Con- 
miſſion granted by King Henrie 
theeight to the Lord Crumwell; 
Fox As and Monum. vol. 1. pag. 
503.to viiit the Clergie. And the. 
High-Comiflion ( Stat. 1. Eliz.. 
<>. 1. ) granted in the firſt year. 
of Queen Elizabeths Raign,had 
as great ſhew and Probabilitie of 


| doing good as theſe Claſſes and. 


Synods. ' And for preſent I con-- 
ceive did ſome good : But. when 
wicked men became High Com- 
miſſioners, that proved a notable 
ſcourge to the godlie of the. 
Land ; And fo will your Claſſes. 
Fs and : 
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and Synods in a ſhort time(when 
wicked and ambitious men pet 
Iinto'the chief places and Power) 
prove as bad, if not worſe, be- 
cauſe they be more then che High 
Commiſlioners, who were but 
wwo and thirtle. And this 
through the juſt judgment of 
God , berauſe theſe Policies are 
not of his appointment. | 

Pr. Why ſhould you ſay ſo ? 

Ph. Becauſe God never uſeth 
to bleſs means deviſed by man, to 


accompliſh his work in things. 


appercaining to Religion : eſpe- 
ctally when they come in Cott- 
pevition with thoſe things which 
he hath appointed, when men's 
poſts are fee up by God's Poſts, 
o® when Go'ds means are laid a- 
fide. For example, God hatli 
ordained his word and the Cer 
ſures of the Church , to keep 
and driveourt the profane, and to 


bring them to Repentance and 


amendment of life: Inſtead m_—_ 
Ec 
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the State erected, or rather conti- 
nued from the Papiſts the Spiri- 
tual Courts, or rather Baudie 
Courts whoſe Officers lived upon 
the bloud of the beſt, and the fin. 


| of the worſt. I need not tell you 


what profit or rather hurt came to 
all ſorts of men by this means. To 
come a little nearer to that which 
hath alittle more ſhew of State- 
Religion: The Parlaments of this 
Nation have made ſeveral As 8& 
Ordinances for reformation of 
offences againſt profaning of the 
the Lords day , and apainſt 
fwearing and drunkenneſs ; but 
the Charch-Cenſares have not 
been uſed for thoſe ends; See but 
the effeft, what good theſe Laws 


| have done , no reformation ;. 


much leſs auy repentance in the 
Delinquents , Gr the puniſh- 
ments touch not the heaft and. 
ſoul : But for the preſent, cauſe. 
the finner to rage and raile , and 
ſome to vow £0 be. ayenged of 

| thoſe 


148 - The Prechyterie © 
thoſe who accuſe them , and 
{ome to-ſin on purpoſe to pro- 
voke others who are more griey- 
ed for their tranſgreſſions then 
they themſelvs, or becauſe of 
the {leight puniſhment appointed 
' for explation of ſuch offences; 
whereas if Gods waies were ta- 
ken up, he would. bleſs the ſame 
tor the converſion and amend-j 
ment of ſuch as belonged to him, 
and the reſt would either be out. 
wardly reformed, or atleaſt left 
without excuſe : So then if] 
theſe things be not of God,l 
ſhall expe& no good from them. | 
_ Andcan thoſe things which are. 
meerly prudential ovestop- thoſe 
things-which undoubtedly are of 
divine inſtitution. The fooli#- 
neſs of God is wiſer then man. 

Pr-. But you ſaid even now, that | 
thoſe who put the Parlament apon 
theſe things, have their - ends and 
aimes in them. What good. or profit 
6an they bave by ſuch Claſſes , Sy= 
wods or Appeals ? Ph, 
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Ph, They do much conduce 


to uphold their double honour 
which they labour ſo mach 


for. 


I conceive the chief Engineers 
for contrivance of theſe things 
are the greateſt, and wealthieſt of 
the pretended Clergie, who have 
the greateſt power in everie 
Countie, which they extend to 
the utmoſt, having an oare al- 
moſt in everie boat, and they 
take themſelvs wronged, if they 


- maynot order orcontrive all de- 


ſigns, both.concerning peace and 


' war : nay and their projects 


reach verie far , take but a view 
of the late great deſignes, where- 
in, beſides their ſecret intereſts 
In particular States-men, which 
they extended far, and wherein 
they prevailed much : Their 
publick preaching was almoſt 
nothing but Politicks in manie 
places; Their fear was (and yet 
is.) that the Parlament and Ar- 

mie 
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Armie complying , would ſpoil | 


their great livings and counte- 


nance their oppoſites more then. 


they, and ſo the wheeles of their 
Chariots would fall of. This 
fear they tearmed the milſerie 
and danger of the Church (as the 


late Arch-Prieſt Laud did in a. 


caſenot much unlike theirs) And 


theirpraiers and preaching muſt 


prevent it ( if poſlible Y and fur« 


ther their deſigne , which was: 
Firſt to raiſe a new war, and then. 


£0. prepare the fillie people to 


entertain the Scots ( as. avengers 


of the Covenant ) to perfett that 
deſign which was to ſetup that 
Government and Platform 
which they had modelled as neer 
the Scotch faſhion as would 
ſtand with their honour ant] pro» 
fit, and by their ſubtiltie and 
earneſtneſs they prevailed much 
upon the people, and manie of 
the more religious ſort believed 
them both in Cicie and Goun- 
NS] Trie. 


& 
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erie. During this time they benc 
all their force againſt Rebels, 
Hereticks, Schiſmaticks and Se- 
aries, which they ſaid did much 
endanger the Church(that is the 


' Diana of their great Livings. 


Well, it pleaſed God (by part 
of that Armie of Settaries 
whom: ſome of theſe men had 
curſed,and ſcoffed at by the name 
of Saints ) to fruſtrate the de- 
fign ( by ſcattering the enemies 
Armie , almoſt miraculouſly _) 
which was not prepared for re- 
liefof the Church, as our Cler- 
gie told us, but to root out and 
deſtroie the godlie of the Land. 
Batthe ſnare is broken, and we 
are delivered,blefled be God ; and 
there that deſign ended. Now 
theſe men fall to work afreſh, 
and if you will believe them, the 
Hereticks and Seftaries do again 
threaten the deſtrution of the 
Church of God: and more hurt 


comes to the Church by theſe 
I Hereticks 
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Hereticks and SeQtaries then did 
by all the Marian Perſecution:and 
accordingly the people in manic 
places begin to. believe them as 
they did before. But. the Cen- 
ter where all their lines meet,and 
the Axis upon which they turn, 
is theie-honour and profit; for 
for if they can hold their own, 
they have and will;have all the 
belt livings, all the-peoples heads 
under their girdles, and all the 
power in the Claſſes and Sy- 
nods : and ſo upon the point 
the powerof the Countie , and 
of the whole Common-wealth, 
and will wichout doubt reign in 
the Conſciences of all ſorts of 
men , and' incroach upon the 


Temporal power as much as: 


their Predeceſſors the Prelates 
did before : And this muſt needs. 
conduce to their honour: and 
profit. 

Pr. Alas it cannot be conceived 


that ſo learned. Orthodox. men ſhould 
| aime 
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aime at ſuch ends, being for the moſt 
part godly, painfal Preachers of the 
word: 

Pr. I do not judge all Mini- 
ſters, but conceive many to be 
| faithful: but] ſpeak of the moſt 
of thoſe whom you account the 
beſt, the Ringleaders, chief Pro- 
jectors,and: rigid of the Presby- 
terial Partie ; whoſe- preaching 
for the moſt part is but reading, 
and their Sermons for the moſt 
part Politicks, either concern- 
ing Monarchical Government , 
Libertie of the people , Munici- 
pal Laweg, Obedience to Princes, 
foundations of Government , 
Levying of Warre , disbanding 
of Forces, <xalting the Clergie, 


[payment of Tithes, puniſhing 


of other men of contrarie judge- 
ments under the nam:s of Scfta- 
ries and Schiſmaticks , defence 
of Claſſes and Synods for poli- 
tick ends, under pretence of Or- 
der, defence of their own: Cal-: 

lings 
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lings to the Miniſterie, and other 
ſach like tending to their honor 
and profit; And in effe& their 
preaching it ſelt is but a preach- 
ing of themſeclvs, when they tell 
us of the great hogor dae unto 
them, and of their great labour : 


that they travel as thoſe that | 
bring forth labour as the hug! 


bandman, nay as under Rowers 
\\ In Turkiſh Gallies, from whence 
one {aid the Metaphor is taken: 
although there was no Turkiſh 
Gallies within the ſpace of 620 
years. aſter that was written.. 
And of their honorable maints-: 
nance which they plead for, 
All which are but meer Policies:. 
and oftentimes wita theſe things 
they mingle divinitiec, as Thoms 
Aquinas doth Philoſophie with 
his Schoole divinitie. And upon. 
the whole matter Preaching 1 
made but a trade to get money, 
_ andtoliveby, and the Conver- 
tion of ſouls comes in _” a 

ub- 
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fibordinate end, to their other 
adyantages. 

Pr. I wonder how you dare thus 
vilifie the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
they take no more bonour to themſelvs 

| then the boly Propbets, Apoſtles and 


* | men of God did aſſume; and for their 


painful callings , they ſay no more 
then Paul and others of the Apoſtles 
ſaid': And. for their preaching its 
4 matter of labour , and alwaies 


*| founded upon ſome Text of Canoni- 


cal Scripture. 

Pb. What I have faid is no 
way diſhonorable to the holy 
Prophets, Apoſtles, Pen-men of 
the holy Scriptures, to whom a- 


4 gree all thoſe things properly 


which theſe Politicians falfly and 
atrogantly take to themſelvs. 
Firſt for honour, it ſtood in 


| this that they were the Secreta- 


ries of almightie God, and of 
the Lord Chriſt, the unerring 
Scribes and Pen-men of the holy 
Ghoſt, holy men of God , and 
K-.2 are. 
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areall in heaven. And for their 
labours I refer you to a Cata- 
logue of them, left recorded by 
the holy Apoſtle Paul... 2 Corinth, 
6. 5. 11-23. @c. - Butaboveall 


their labours : there mentioned, 


behold the ſufferings who ( as 
the Prophcts did) moſt of them 
Jaid down their lives for . the 
Lord and his Chriit, and for that 
truth of God whish they deliver- 
e<& 37, 38. Hebr. 11.36, Where 
are any of the{e men who dare 
ſay this honour b-longs to them, 
they - have undergone thele la- 
bours, or have ſuffered tins for 
' the Lord Jeſus his Caufe or 

truth. | 
All they can ſay, is, that they 
are Miniſters of the Goſpel , 1: 
with that were true, from my 've- 
rie ſoul if it benot, but I doubt 
the moſt part of theſe men make 
merchandize of the Goſpel, and 
in , managing thereof uſe as ma- 
nie:{leights and deceits.of men, 
as 


hindering Reformation. 15 7 


ir | as others do in ſecular Callings, 


carrying all their bufines aloft 
in a myſterie that they may be 
accounted Oracles ; and will 


|| have - everie one bound to be- 


d, | lieve all they deliver, how fallſe, 


| frothie, and erroneous ſoever, be- 


cauſe their Text is apart of the 
holy Canonical Scripture, but a 
great part of their Sermon .no 
kin'unto it:: but compoled to 
further their own; honour: and 
profit. - Be 

Pr. You talk; .of manie fleights 


| andideceits ; which: >they. uſe in their 
or.| Miniſterie, I pray what are they 2 


Ph,” T could tell you 'manie : 
but I will only name two of theſe 
mens f{leights ( beſides what I 


| have alreadie pointed at ) which 
tend much to their eaſe and pro- 
fit, and are invented of late. | 


Pr. What are thoſe ? 


Ph. The firſt is this, when they 


areyoung and have little or no- 
thing to do, - They make thema 
:- common 


}f 


I 
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common place book of the Bodie 
of Divinitie (as young Lawyerz 
make them a common place book 
of the Law ) And this they ga 
ther out of ſuch writings as ſuit 


beſt with their genius or fancie; ; 


the moſt fantaftical, who wonld 
be counted moſt learned, col- 


| Te& it out of the Schoole-men 


(aſort of rotten Divines)and Fa 
thers , efpecially Origen. The 
ſuperſtitious ott of School-men, 
Poſtillers, and other Friars; the 
moſt diſcreet and ſober out of 
the writings 'of - modern Di 
vines ',, 'as Perkins , Ameſin, 


Chemnifius, Muſculus , Calvin, 


Vrfrnus, Voſſins , Beza , Rivetw, 
Weames, Peter Martyr , Piſcator, 
and ſuch like. - The more igno- 
rant ſort make uſe of Boyce's his 
Poſtills, or colle& a comp# 
nis of Sermons , elther az 
they hear them preached : or at 
they think fit to cull them our of 
the great ſtore of Engliſh Books, 

which 
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which are ineverie place to be 
had. And this may be ſome two 
years work , and that is time 
enough : when this 1s done they 
are readie for a Church: Living, 


' and without doubt (as one of the 


ſons of the Prophets _) have an 
eſpecial calling to preach. Then 
they come from the Univerſhirie, 
and bring with them the curſe of 
Elie's houſe, crouching to ſome 
or other 'to put them into the 
Priefts Office, that they may eat 
amorſel of bread ( havea Living 
to maintain them and keep from 
want ) or uſe their friend Symoy 
Mags bis wiſdom to (ſhew an ap- 
parition of Angels, and by that 
means wrap for a thouſand bo- 
des and ſouls of men or more or 
kfs as their purſe will ſpeak. 
Well, the bargain is made, the 
man is approved of, rung into 
his Church, and gives great hope 
that hewill be a peaceable man, 
anduſe the Pariſhioners well or 
| tne 


160 The Presbyterie 

their Tithes. And ſo falls to 
preaching ſo ſoon as he hath had 
ſizfficient time to fit himſclf, to 
fatisfie the hamours of his audj- 


torie ( which is a main Poli-| 
cle at the firſt. ) And to this pur. 


pole ( it he have not his Ser- 
mons al[readie written) he tak a 
a Text ſutable to his common 
place upon which he will preach, 
and writes his Sermon in a 
Book verbatim, Then when he 
comes up into the Palpic; in- 
ſtead of preaching he reads his 
Text, and all his Sermon out of 


his paper Book , which ſome- | 
tim:s tor the credit of his Caule | 


is bound up like a Bible ; And 
this is the pains he takes, and is 
as confident that he diſchargcth, 
his dutie as if he exercited all the 


gifts of the Spirit : and this Sery 


mon ſerves for twentie Texts be« 
Ing reduced to his common place: 
This courſe the moſt learned an 
Octhodox amongſt the rigid 
Presbyterials 


_a—_— 
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Presbyterials ( whom I know ) 
do take from day to day , ſome 
making better Sermons then 0o- 
thers; but generally all are tack- 
ed with theſe diſeaies of idleneſs 
and hypocrite in this reſpe&. 
The idleſt and moſt unlearned 
reade over their tasks of Sermon, 
having but a certain number ,: 
(as I have ſeen proved upon 
oath ) and then begin again : 
And1 once heard one that lately 
was a Miniſter in London, charge 
another that he never ſtudied, but 


on Saturdaie night wrcte out 
' | ofa book halt an houres matter, 
- | and then reade it in the Pulpit 


on the Lords day , and another 
thathe thought not of his Ser- 
mon untill the bell ringed. 
And yet all theſe men in my 
knowledg paſs for conftane 


;| preaching Miniſters, and nei- 


ther Readers of Homilies nor 
dumb Read-rs of the old faſhi- 
on ; whereas indeed they that 

| G > thus 
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thus read, are either ſuch as with 
the evil Servant and ſloathful}, 
hide their Talent in the Earth, 
or are not Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel, not being apt to teach, and 
ſo not of Gods ſending, and 
without repentance ſhall have a 


reward according to theſe works, | 


Pr. It may be ſome mens memo 


ries be fhort, and bave need of betps; | 


| take this to be no great fault : If 
the other ſleight you Prok of be like 
wo T ſball make no great matte 
of ite 

Ph. There is a vaſt difference 
between walking with a ſtaff, to 
ſtay a man if he ſhould lip, and 
going upon crutches without 
legs : the ſame proportion isbe 
tween reading a Sermon, andh+ 


ving ſome notes for help, if need} 


5 


be ; the laſt may be allowed, b 
the firſt is no more then a chil 


NT 


NA 2 


work , who can reade withoit 
the exerciſe of other gifts. 


;; the dumb dogs of this laſt af] © 
who] .-- 
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whore caſhiered , were judged 
by all learned men to be no Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel tor that very 
reaſon. And to defend themſelves 
they were conſtrained to hold 
«chat reading is preaching. 

Pr- There is ſomthing to that pur- 
poſe, As 15. Moſes zz preached be- 
iug read in the Synagogue every Sab- 

' bath day. And when it's ſaid, As 
| 20.7. Paul continued preaching 
(at Troas )) untill midnight, the 
word ſignifieth homilizing : Tts not 
certain what Sermon bee repeated, 
| Fhether his own or ſome others. 
Ph. This indeed I heard once 
from a learned man ; and it is 
the Argument of Do&or Heilex 
{ a Geographer of more learning 
then conſcience ) a ſuperſtitious 
Divine. But it's a ſhame for any 
Minifter of the Goſpel co take for 
Ais- refuge fuch a Burrow of a 
nee. To whatend go you to 


the Univerſity, onely to learn to 
ted ? For an{wer to theſe Texts, 
a7. G 2 to 
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to that Atis 15. I confeſle in a ge- | 


nerall ſenſe reading is preaching, 


that is, declaring , or ſhewing | 


forth , or publiſhing , but when 
it's applied to the Miniſter, it is 


taken in a ſtri& ſenſe, for read. ) 


ing and giving the ſenſe, or ex- 
pounding anſwerable to Ezr's 
reading the Law,Neb.8.3,4,8.and 
ſo it muſt be underſtood ; which 
preaching is alſo called teaching 
or prophecying ;- to which that 


a man may be fit, he muſt be 1Tim. | 


3-2. aptto teach, and able to di- 
vide the Word of trath aright, 
2 Tim.2 15. toanatomize, a8 it 
were to lay open every vein,joint, 
and f{inew. . And touching thatof 
Paul, The word is likewiſe in- 
diftcrently uſed for preaching or 


rehearſing ; bur it's a ſenceleſſe} | 
thing to conceive, that Pax! ba 


ving extraordinary gifts of Peo- 
phetie and Revelation, belides or- 
dinary gitts fit for the a0 Tent 
would lay all alide, and _ e 

im 
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- | him to another mans Sermon, 
and become a pattern of idleneſle 
| to all dances to the end of the 
world. But becauſe no ſuch Ser- 
mon appears, we muft preſume 
| he ſpake as the Spirit gave him 
utterance. If our Miniſters had 
Pauls ſpirit and gitts then they 
would ſure be aſhamed of ſuch 
reading. 
Pr. What u that other ſleight (as 
you call it ) of the Miniſters, with 
* which you finde fault 2 
- Ph. Ic is their removing from 
, | place to place, for none other 
It | canſe bunt eaſe and profit. 
t Pr. How can that be, removing is 
ft} chargeable, and the ſaying is , The 
-| rowling ſtone gathers no moſs; and 
rf 3t's alſo Pola and troubleſom. 
ſet +. Pb, Its true, it is ſo to other 
+] -men who remove upon neceſſity, 
>| or upon hard termes,as they do 
r-j -when they over-buy their Li- 
h :vings; for ſome of them are ne- 
e| >ver-able to give adog a' cruſt of 
T4, G3 their 
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their own afterwards. But the | 


moſt take a wiſer courſe, never 
to remove but ro a greater Li- 
ving, or for ſome great advantage 
one way or other : and uponeve 
ry remove commonly they endee. 
your t take the Summers profiry 
of both Livings, or get ſome Q+ 
ther. help to bear charges. Hows 
ſoever they have commonly no 
lofle in. removing : and for the 


moſt part they double op treble- 


their Revenue: - And if not, they 


» bave tis benefir, T hat when all 


their od Scrnions are read over, 
wv hich is commonly done in two, 
three or foure years, and ſome 
times ſooner , then they are all 
new in a new Living; and then 
they. confidently: ſay them over 
again , which doth abundantly 
fave their pains, and afford them 
leiſure co overſee their Tythes, to 
build, plant, take their eaſe and 
pleaſure, or follow any other im- 
ployment beſeeming their quali- 

| e1ES 
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| ties andcondicions. And this is 


the other ſhiſt of which I told 
you. 

Now I havegiven you my rea- 
ſons wherefore I conceive thele 
men of ſo great honour and cre- 
dic intend no reformation . And 
that their pride and covetuouſ 
neſſe abſolutely hindereth the 
famemore then any thing in the 
Land. 

Pr. Why ſhould you not think they 
intend Reformation, have they not 
ſubmitted to the Ordinances of 'Par- 
liament injoyning Reformation, and 
conformed themſelves ſo far as tbe 
State-bath appointed, and what hath 
been done by the Parliament, hath been 
done upon the Aſſemblies advice, un- 
leſſe it be in ſome few particulars. 

Ph, T confeſſe the Afﬀembly 
hath done ſomething which is in 
effe&t as gaod: as nothing, if we 
reſt there ; and it may be obſerved 
they have not aCted any thing a- 


gainſt their honour and.profic. . 
G = | Pic. 
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Pr. Why ſay you ſo ? ſhew-me ) 
bow or wheremn that may appear. 

Pb. I ſhall eafily do that in ma- 
nie particulars. 

1. Firlt they have renounced 
the Prelacie being a curb to them, | 
and obſcuring their magniſfe | 
cence, and ſome ſay: they were | . 
Antichri:'ian. But they defend'] 
their Callings trom them leaſt. | 
they {ſhould be accounted noMi | : 
nilters. 

2. Secondly, they have left | 
the Ceremonies .as unprofitable; 
but they retain their Popiſh of- | 
fcrings. , | 

3- They give over reading and | | 
praying at the grave, for which | | 
they hadnothing ; but for their |} 
fee they will makeyou a Funeral” | 
Oratiog. | | | 
4 Fourthly,they tel you.they de-: | - 

fire the Call of God nd his peo- 
ple to their Livings : but if they! | : 

. canget the Patrons preſentationy'! | - 
or the Committee for plundered) | 
Miniiters. | 


; 


4 


i 
) | 
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e ) Miniſters Order : they will fight 


for itere they will leay it, let God- 
and; his people ſay what they 
wil. | 

5. Fiftly they are content to. 
lay alide the Common Praier- 
Book, and reading Homilies as 
enpti: formes and nurſes of idle- 
neſs, . but they will reade all their 
Sermons, manie of which are 
ſcarce ſo good as ſome of the Ho- 
milies Vide Homilie agatait the. 
peril of Idolatries. 

6. Sixthly they will not buy 
two Livings , and ſo become 
Pluraliſts, for ſometimes the bar- 
gain is hard and tuo dear; But 
they will tak: take three Livings. 
or places during the. Sequeſtra- 
tions (fo they can have them 
freely) which may continue du- 
ring their lives. 

7. Seventhly, they at leaſt 
moſt of them put no difference 
n-admitei ng toth: Lords Table - 
(although: the Parlament have 

G5 enjoyned , 
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enjoyned ſome to be deburredy | 


leaſt rfhofe debarred. fhonld be. 
thouplic to- be none of theid 
ſheep, and ſo they looſe their Ex 
ſiee. offerings and: Tirhes. But 
they are content to complie with 
the heads of the Pariſh in their 
Veſtrie to keep out the poor; 
and others not of their fation; 
and ſo ( inconceit) ſeparate: the 
precious from the vile , who 
might make head againſt them. 

8. Eightly, they leave of cay- 
fing the Corps to be preſented in 


in the Church ; Buc they wilt | 
' have the Corps preſent or mot- 
tnarie 3 or what covers the. 


corps , where the Law will give 

tt them. | 
9. They ſay, theChurch and 
Chancell: ( regarding the mate». 
rials) have no holinefs- in them, 
and they account it ſuperſtitious 
ro: hold | otherwiſe 3 Bat. you 
fall neither lift up axe norhany 
18 to: break: the ground , eſpe 
| cially 


— 
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| elally in the Chancel , unlcſs 


y to the Parſon a large. 
Fee, beſides what will repair the. 
ground, and then-you may bu- 
rie the dead as high as the Altar 
Place... 
-.10- Tenthly they are content | 
that:the Altar ſmelling of Idola- 
trie ſhould: be taken away : But 
ep expect the gift or offering 
called the Atterage; uſed to be 
offered atithe Altar. PHE 
17, Eleventhfy, they ſcruple 
(and ſome have refuſed) to bap- 
tize the children of ſtrangers by. 
whom they have no profit ; bnt 
they will baptize all the chil- 
dren whoſe Parents live within; 
their Pariſh ( being offered with- 
in the Charch) leaſt they ſhould | 
ſeeme to be none of their flock, _ 
and ſo they looſe their fleece. 
12. Twelvethly , they have - 


lald' afide their ſuperſtitious - 
-Procefiion ; Bur they mnſt pre- 
frve their perambulation walk - 


and . 
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and limits of the Pariſh , leaſt 
"they looſe anie of their tithes, 
13» Thirteenthly,. they cryed; 
down the High Commitlhon, as 
a Rack for mens conſciences; 
and yet they will needs be fſpiri- 
tuall Judges and. Commiſlig- 
ncrsof Appeal too, fo that. they. 
( Popelike:)) may have the ſole 
Power and, the Laietie may have 
nothing to do there. 

I. Fourteenthly , they will 
Pctition for an augmentation to 
be granted to them by the name 
ot the Miniſters, &c. And yet 
for advantage. you may be per- 
mitted .to call them Parſons, Vis 
cars,, Curat:s and Priefts : And 
in conclufion whatſoever is bur- 
denſome , and tends: ncither to- 
their. honour or profit that they 
are willing to part with all 
But if any thing conduce to et- 
ther of thoſe ends- that they re+ 
an... on2aih 

] have now ſhewed you. 1 

| ſome 
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fome ſort the Charater of theſe 
Reformers, to the endyou and 


others may know your ſelves 


and your iraternitie better then 
before. 

Pr. Do you believe that all theſe 
men ſin againſt their own conſciences 
in what they do- in their Mini- 


Ph. 1 donot ſay fo, nor do 
F believe ſo : bur rather think 
that manie amongſt them are 
godly men who through incon- 
fiderateneſs ( taking things of 
traſt from the chief. a&tors and 


| forward men, and ſome m_y 


through ſfimplicitie being wil- 
ling (as everie man. is:) to be 
perſwaded of the lawfulneſs of 
ſuch things by ſerve for Kar ” 
temporal good, eſpecially bein 

irc dds -rvnii als 
til. heads , ſome reputed for 
godly men imployed to defend 
them ) have fallen into ( or ra- 
therbeen miſled up at the Uni- 


yerſitie 
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verfitie in ). theſe fins and cor- 
mptions', and- thereupon they 
retaine the taſte of that where- 
with: they were firſt ſeaſoned; 
everie man being unwilling to 
be accounted imprudent;which is 
ar gu ed by making retratations 
of former errours , and: being 


alſo ſuſpicious and loath to.ens 
tertaine any. new. caſtome_ ,. or 


to. decline fromithe Traditions 


of their Anceſtors: eſpeaally if 
they were reputed wiſe and lear- 
ned. And that is the reaſon why 


the Ceremonies and: other cor» 


ruptions in worſhip and Difci: . 


| Pline which are: lately aboliſhed / | 


ſtuck ſo long upon as they did. 


namely ,. becauſe Cranmer, Latis 


mer,: Ridley. , Hooper , and; other-- 
learned' godby- men left them: 60. 
us at the beginning of Refor-. 
mation : althoughall chofewho . 


left 6 hem did not approve of 
them (Vide Fox Atis >: Mon: 0h 


3- fa. 146, 147. ) nor intended 


they 


mos 
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they ſhould continne , but that 
there ſhould be a further Re- 
formation , as appears by the 
verie Rubrick of King Edwards 
Common Pratcr-Book : and: 
theſe had been ſoone aboliſhed 
bar for the reaſons aforeſaid, 
And becauſe the Prelates grew 
worle and worſe, as all men do 
C who walk in an evill way) 
ancil chey return. 

Pr. But what courſe x moſt pros 
bable and likely to bring 0n a Refor= 
mation. 

Ph. Traly not to believe men 
that are intereſted : and eſpe- 
eially ſach who have hitherto 
hboured to drive on their own 
deſigns of honour and. profit, 
and are guided: by principles of 
_—_ ard: covetouſneſe : as the 

ingleaders- of the eſtabliſhed 
pretended Clergie are- : who 
fearing to loſe their fat mor- 
fels ( as a godly man. ſaid ).for 
their little labour , _ the- 
KiY tate. 


ll ws The Predbyterie © 
State with falſe ſurmiſes and pres: | ti 
tences- of Reformation - which: | r1 
they will never accompliſh.  **| b 
Pr. Why ? This famous Aſems'| tl 
blie of learned Divines bave-long'| ft 
conſulted about the affairs of the' j fa 
Houſe of God, and have propoundeds | al 
20 the Parlament waies of 'Reformas"| 0 
tion , and where it ſticks -T cannot” | al 
tel}. 0 
Pr. I had almoſt faid, the. | 
// Mountains have- travelled-and: | fi 
brought forth a mouſe. wiſh" | fi 
for.their good , manie of theny. | tc 
had leſs learning upon conditi | ti 
on they had - more conſcience. | p 
and honeſtie : Andthart ſome Pa-. | ti 
bnutizs (who would not belead:: | n 
y the maltitude in their opt- 'n 
nion ; but- convince them ſound= | t! 
Iy-, not by Philoſophie bur by } # 
_ . the word'of God) were amongh |. \ 
--. themthem, to'ir up thoſe that | 
are-incerefy godlie, who I doubt: {1 
are bue f:w ; and thoſe wearied' | t 
out with the noiſe of the muly. | 

; titude 
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titade of them who vex their 
righteous ſouls from day to day 
by their ungodlie deeds. And 
therefore not to trouble you 
further, I muſt tell youl do fo. 
far diſpair (not of any Synod, 
as.one of the Fathers: ſaid, but) 
of. this Aﬀſemblie their doing 
any good'in: point of Reforma- 
tion, That | hope and expe&t 
ſhortly that the Parlament will 
finde cauſe to ſend them away 
from Weſtminſter , with a charge 
to preach abroad in the Coun- 
ties.,. to Teave. Politicks and 
preach Chriſt, and ſo endeayour 
to prepare the people for Refor-. 
matin-, where their preaching 
may ſtirely do more good then 
their State-Policie can do at 
Weftminſter : And when that is 
done (' if the Parlament by fa« 
ſting and- Praier will fol:mnly- 
ſeek. and conſule with God, and 
then advife - with ſuch-godly:and 
learned men,. who are-no way ' 

= Doe ingaged. 
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ingagedas formerly was done in 
the daies of King Edward the 
ſixt, when Paulus Phagins , Mar- 
tin-Bucer, and Peter Martyr , and. 
other ſirangers were called intg 
England for that purpoſe who | 
never received the mark of the, 
Beaſt) then I doubt nor but tq, 
ſeea Reformation to ſome pwr 
pole, and not before. "4 
Pr. Fell, however let us.not looſe 
that we have ta ſeck for that which 
it may be we ſhall never bave; our 
Pariſhes are true- vifible Churches 
of Chriſt , and ſo confeſſed by the 
wt aig New England, and by 

Mr. Cotton in. particular. 
. Ph. It may be ſome Miniſters | 
of New- England will ſay as much 
as you ſay, yet that doth not | 
make your Pariſhes true viſible 
Churches. As for Mr. Cotton, 
he refuſed to take upon him the 
Charge of any Pariſh-Church, 
and upon that ground, ſeparated 
and renounced his Calling iron 
ene 
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the Biſhops divers years before he 
went to New-England. Lichfords 
news page 7+ 8. & 22. 'And the 
pratile at New-England , ſhews= 
eth that they are not of our « 

ef= 


*:) nion; forall the people pro 


fing Chriſtianitie are nor mem- 


0, | bers of the viſible Church , but 


| ſachasare admitted as Church- 
'| Members. 


hd 
6 | 
þ 
x 
j 
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Pr. Well, what ever ſome others 
think in all places in this Land 


' | where Pariſbes are divided, there is 


either a lawfull” Miniſter , or one 
who ſtands ylape es of ſuch who in 
ſome degree preacheth , or at leaft 
publiſbeth ( by reading) the word of 
God,' and adminiſtreth the Sacre 
ments to the people : therefore in cha- 
ritte they ought to be accounted: the 

Chuych of God. 
. © Ph. The diviſion of Pariſhes, 
and ſuch a Miniſterie and Ordi- 
nancesas you ſpeak of , are not 
iffcient to give the Pariſh Con- 
gregation. the denomination of 
2 
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a vilible Church of Chriſt. For 
then muſt almoſt all the Congre- 
eations under the Papacie beyis 
fible Churches : for amongſt 
them the Pariſhes are divided,and 


{o-they were in England almok | 


340. before any Reformation 4 
And thoſe Popifh Congregati- 
ons had the word of God daihte 
read : nay and preached con- 
ſtantly, andexpounded in manie 
places by their Friers and Pofiik. 
lers , as may be ſeen by their 
works in Print; Nay. and their 


verie Maſs-Books have much of | 
the word of God in them : al- | 


thong? mot miſerably corrupt- 
ed, and mingled with their own 
inventions. They have alfo had 


both Sacraments. amongſt the | 


Papiſts for a long time, and have 


yet at-leaſt. Calvin. [nſtit. 1. 4. | 


3- Sed. x1. Baptiime (: mingled 
with Popiſh Ceremanics , of 
which theCroſs is the work; 
and ſome other footſteps of a true 

Church, 
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| Church. And if theie had made 


a Congregation a true Church, 

ore Penry was unwiſe to pub- 
iſh that a great .part of J/ales 
never had the face of a Church 
of Chriſt, the Pariſhes being di- 
vided, and the Churches furniſh- 
ed with ſuch a Miniſterie , and 
Ordinances as you ſpeakof. Yet 
(he and others ) have formerly 
charged the State with refuſing 
the Goſpel, and rejefting Chritt 
and his pure worſhip, in as much 
as there was no Reformation, 
alchough it coſt him and others 


| their lives for their boldnes. En- 


tri. Cook, Tudit- pa. 352. 
- Pr. .You ſpeak of dark Corners 


bf the Land, as if none were in bet- 


ter condition : you may finde amongſt 
the manie thouſand Pariſhes of this 
Nation ', - manie viſible Churches 
of Chriſt, and 1.3 1e in particular. 
'»Pb. I doubt not but there are 
manie viſible Churches of Chriſt 
m this Common-wealth , and 
trae 
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true Miniſters of ChriRt lawful- 


1y called. Bnt when pray yay] . 


became your Pariſh tobe a tru 
vifible Church of Chrift. 


Pr. Ay Pariſh hath been a vifith 


Churchever fince 3t was inſtituted, | 


aud the Church founded ;. you knay 
rt the conttrarie, and therefore oughy 
#0 adniit it,baving ſo continued beyoul 
the memorie of manuntil this day. .. 
Ph. When was your Chuat 
founded? | ; 
Pr. Yeu your ſelf bave confeſſal 
.that the Goſpel was planted in Eng- 
land , before Poperie came to iti 
height , and the CMiniſterie aud 
Churches were then ſetled , and 
bad ſucceſsion from the Apoſtles 
daies : fhew me when the Succeſsio8 
failed. | 
Ph. 1fI ſhould admit theplagy | 
that you call Church , vis. the 
meeting Place to have been built 
before Poperie , yet this proves 


not that the Congregation isq | 
vieible Church : your ſucceſſion | 
hath - 
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hath had ſeveral intercuptions 
anddiſcominuance. 

Firſt, it 1s to be conſidered 
that the whole Current of Hi- 
ſtorie agree that the Romans 
commanded the better part of 
Britcaine from the time of Ju- 
lis Ceſar until Theodofizs the 
younger, which was almoſt five 
hundred years 3 and the tenth 


{' 


Perſecution about 337. years 


after Chrit , during which 
time there were not above five 
of the Emperours who were 
either | Chriitians , or: ſhewed 


favour to Chriſtians , but ge- 


nerally all che reſt firſt or laſt 
in their times were wicked 
Perſecutors , Heathens and wor- 
ſhippers of Idols, ſome' of 


which by exquifite Torments 


waſted the Churches of Chrik, 
aud drove the Profeſſors into 
corners, they not daring to 
meet inpublick. When the Ro- 


at 
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at leaſt was grown to an eb, 
the Saxons invaded this Iſland, 
and about the . year foure hun- 
dred and fittie the Brittaing 
were beaten into Wales by Gor- 
&F mundus , and thence grew the 
, great Colledge of Moncks' 
Bangor, with whom Auſtin con 
_ tended. | 3k 
And the Saxons as well as 
the Romans were Heatheng, 
and had their Idol Prieſts, | 
Flammins , and Arch-Flany | 
mins ( like the late Biſhops 
and Arch-Biſhops for :dignitie | | 
and Power ) and thefe conti- 
nued until about fx hundred] | 
years after Chriſt : where is now| + 
your Succeſſion ? : 
.» Pr. But yet there were manit| \ 
faithful Chriſtians , both Pa| | 
ftors and others in the worf| 4 
times, and T could tell you of ms 
nie who ſuffered Martyrdome fot 
Chriſt's cauſe in this Nation 3 and 
if w? cannot prove Succeſſion , it # 
rather 


v 
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rather . for want of the light of Hi- 
ſtorie, toen for that there were no 
ſuch Churches or Paſtors. *Never- 
theleſs from the time of the aboliſh- 
ing of the Kleathens Hierarchie,. and 
Idolatrie which was done by King 
Ethelbert above a. tbouſand ' years” 
ſince : we have a verie fair Succeſ=" 


ont. | 
. Ph.. This indeed matiie of you 
boaſt of , but ic makes lictle for 
your . purpoſe. _ To omit. to 
{peak of the miſerie brought up- 
on: this Land, and the decay of 
the true Religion by meanes of 
the .incarſions , or rather Con- 
guelis of the. Saxons and Dares 
after Ethelberts time. Ic' is cer- 
tain , and you cannot denie it, 
that, all your ſacceſſfions both 
of... Miniltegie .. and Pariſh- 


Gharches came from 'your 'Mo- 


ther the Charch, or rather the 
Whore of Rome , who had all 
at her devotion until King Hen- 
rie the eight drove out the Pope 
and kept Poperie, H Cath. 
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Cath. Divine An. Caudreys 
Caſe. P. 108. 109. Bed. |, x. Hiſt. 
Angl. ca. 22.0 27. | 

r. Well, its true, that for about 
aff hundred years, untill the Refor- 
mation began , the Biſbop of Rome: | Þ 


] 

| 

( 

C 
h 
uſurped authoritie over the Churd) | 
of England; but yet all did not ſub> | a 
mit alike : ſome faitbfull men eſcap® | 
ed both Miniſters qnd people; as | P' 
John Wickliff and bis followers: | 
perſecuted by the name of Lollards; | di 
who grew in great number , evett | 
in our, Countrie about two bundted' |Pc 
years, before the ' Reformation: of 
From which time of Reformation you 
cannot denic , but that my Parif 
7n particular bath been a trae viſt |; 
ble Church : where there hath 
been a; competent number of faithful | 
people , and a Miniſter who clainis ( 
ed, nothing from Rome : for the | ;# 
Papes Supremacie was aboliſhed by.| i; 
King Henrie the eight as you now,| yy 
: 


ſaid. h EE 
Pb. If the rejeting. of 'the | + 
- &. 4 : — : j-- 8 ET Po A IT 
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Popes Supremacie make youg 
Pariſh a true Charch, then like- 
wile arethe moſt of the Popiſh 
Congregations of France true 
Churches; for they likewiſe 
have reje&ed or refuſed to re- 
c&ive the Popes Supremacie , 
and have not received the Coun- 
cel of Trent; bnt have had a 


| Pope(a Cardinal) of their own 


for manie years paſt. And Gar- 


| dinal Richelien ( called a Prince 
; | 6f the Church ) was as great a 


Pope as 1/iliam Land late Prelate 
of Canterburie. | 


| Marc. de wulſon des Libert- de'l 
Foliſe Gallicane. lib. 3. pa> 233 
23 4 23 5s . 


" Pr. You cannot denie the Suc- 


\ ceffton of faitbful Miniſters , which 


if yo admit , you muſt alſo admit 
the Succeſsion of Churches ſince the 


al time of Reformation. 


. Ph. For your Succeſſion its a 
Rn H 2 mear 
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mear dream, If at any time there 
was no viſible Pariſh- Churches, 
then was there no Paſtors of 
thoſe Churches : for although 
there may be a viſible Churth 
without a Paſtor ( as when the 


Paſtor dieth the Church is not | 


unchurched ) yet can there' be 
no Paſtor of. a' Church unlef 
there be ſuch a Church in be- 


ing» And for your Succeſſion | 


ſince the laſt pretended 'Reforma- 
tion , It was. interrupted -in 


Queen. Mearies daies , when a | 


Popiſh Prieſt was. your ,Prede- 
cellor , who had his autoritie 
from the Biſhop , who was - 


 Papiſt and held of the Pope, | 


could tell you their names it | 


ne:d were. And neither that 


Prieſt or any of his 'Succefſors } 
ever ſince have had any: other| 


calling , or Ordination , © but 
fromthe Biſhops as long as they 
were ſtanding. 

-Pr. If this were true: touching 


1 Succeſſion, | * 
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Succeſſion, yet you cannot denie but 
that we have th! word and Sacra- 
ments; and a companie of faithful 
Chriſtians communicating in thoſe 
Ordinances under a faithfull Pa- 
flor , are a viſible Church of 
Ebriſt. - | | 
.. Ph. Touching the Word and 
Sacraments , I have alreadije pi- 
ven you an anſwr , and in- 
[deed the Papiſts and almoſt, 
- | all Hereticks pretend as you 
n | do \ and have the word a- 
2 | mongſt them, and their Mini- 
| ters or Prieſts have as orderly a | 
ie | Calling and Ordination, , 
a | yours have, and yet this maK 
]|'them not the true viſible 
x|:Churches of Chriſt, as all you 
at | do acknowledg. 
rs|-- Pr. I do not conceive that the 
er) xPapiſts bave either the IYord'or 
at| \ Sacraments amongſt them for that, 
eg| the word is ſo corrupted by their 
"| falſe Gloſſes and Tranſlations , that 
ve \ its made a leaden rule to be bowed 

H 3 everie 


— 


0? 26 HD OF TD. m7 wu OUTS 


je Þ 


190 The Presbyterie © 
everie way to ſerve their own thrn 
for upholding their ſuperſtitions; 
and their ſervice is in Latine which 
the common people underſtand not. 
And for the Sacrament of Bap- 
ziſme , it bath ſs manie additiag 
that the Nature of it 3s deſtroied, 
And for their Miniſterie , they are 
profeſſed Papiſts end adverſaries 
?0 Chriſt in all his Offices.  _. 
Ph. I do confeſs their Minjs 
ſters are no Miniſters of Chrift, 
but lims of Antichriſt in r+6&+ 
ſpe& of their Callings : yet] 
Jo not condemn them all. a 
Reprobates no more then I do 
_— Fug=-Gregorie the great, . Thoms 
&« Kempis, Ferms, Stella , and 0- 
ther their Preachers , whom 1 
think to have becn godly and 


devout men in their times. And 


for corrupting the Scripturts, 


if putting falſe Gloſſes upon 
them , make Gods word ceaſe 
to beGode word, then are you 


Formaliſis deeply guilcie hrs 
ee 
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the vulgar Tranſlation is abo- 
minably corrupt : and yet you 
allowed it, and manie of you 
aſed it tranſlated in the late Sex- 
vice-Book. And all that you 
alledge ' for your ſucceſſion of 
Miviterie and viſible Churches, 
our Claſſes , Councels and 
nods » their autoritie over 
other Churches compelling a- 
thers by the Temporall Power 
tc believe and worllp God as 
they ſee beſt, is in feſt grounded 
or agreeing with the cor 

tle , , and notes of the Rb 
miſts upon the New Teſtament, 
and other popiſh Authors , and 
thence ferched the late For- 
maliſts to defend themſelves a- 
painſt the Puretans. And for 
the Latine Service, it is nuich 


| tike our Organ Anthems , both 
| 


kdifying alike,and the one as tol- 
lerable as the other. See the old 
Proteſtant aud New Farmaliſt. Pa. 


6. Aud concerning the 
46 *- H4qa4  APapitits 
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Papiſts addition of Cream, Salt, | | 


Spirttle, &c. to the Sacrament 
ot Baptifme. 1 confeſs the addi- 
Gon wicked and abominable, 
and yet no worſe haply , nor fo 
bad as the Croſs ( which you 
received and uted ) for that 
ſerves to blefſe, or 1ather con- 
Jure all the reſt, and 1s honored 
with Divine honour, and-an 


holie daie appointed for it, 


And yet I muſt tel} you that 
with one conſent you allow of 


. this Sacrament adminiſtred 


by the Papiſts ( who do not 
adminiſter it but with theſe ad- 
ditions ) to be a true Sacrament : 
And you hold that thoſe who 


were baptized by Papiſts are not | 


to be rebaptized. 
Pr. For my part I have caſt of 


theſe corruptions , and am conſtant. 


to thoſe principles tending to Res 
formation, which others my Reve- 
rend Brethren of the Clergie have 
approved of, and 1 am now | abeut to 


ſet | 


— 
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ſet up the Government of Chriſt in 
my Parifh, 


Pb. T fally underſtand your 


defigne, you and your fellowes 
intend the old ( but not the old- 
eſt way of pretended Reformati- 


on, wherein you ſhuffle and cut 


as-faſt as Hocys Pocys ,. and your 
proceedings are ſo. ridicalous 
that everie indifferent capacitie 


hath light enongh through. 


your figleaves to ſee your naked- 
neſs. 
+ Pr. Yhercin are we guiltie of 
ſuch ſhufling , or why are we ſo ridi- 
culous 2 .. 

Ph. In your proceedings for 
upholding your Pariſhes , you 


' pretend one thing, viz. Refor- 


mation: but your. end and de- 
figneis to avoid the danger of 
loofing your Livings , in caſe 
the Pariſhes ſhould be dif- 
folved; 

:'Pr. 1 know nothing. we do: for 
which we can be juſtly. cenſured,. 
| Wo 


A "3 
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we continue our preaching , .and do 
endeavour to ſettle Presbyterian Gt 
wernment according to Gods word; 

Pb. For your preaching. 1 
earneſtly deſire you may fincere> 
ly applie your ſelves to it, for 
that probably may do ſome 
good : but for your other fetches 
and devices they favour more vf 
 Politicks then Religion ſquared 
by Gods word. 
| Pr. What Policie can there be 
#n ſetling the Presbyterian Govers 
ment with the Claſſes aud Syneds ? 
we fettle nothing but what we are 
willing likewiſe to ſubmit unto, end 
to be- judged by 4s well as the peo- 


| . Ph, Let the Government be 
what it wilt, ſo your Livings 
and eftates may be ſecured, . it» 


no great matter , if the Parks | 


menc pleaſebuc to declare that 
all your Parifhes. are viſible 
Churches , that you may hold 
them intire, and the people be 


| 
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inforced to pay you all you 
Tithes , OblJations , Mw 
ons, Mortuaries and other dues; 
you will be ſatisfied and wait. 
for further Reformation when 
tt may ftand with your kononr 
and profit. And upon that 
condition you will fubmie to 
the preſent Government of the 
Common-wealth. Burt if your - 
intereſt in theſe things be inter- 
wpted or in danger , yau- 
know :no other way to ſecu 
them but by ſetling this Go-- - 
vernment. And this is the 
mark at which you ſhoot : take 
but. a view of thoſe places 
(your own Pariſh for one) 
where the Elders are chofen, 
do they ſerve = ante _ _ 
Cyphers , or do you.and they 
at anie thing ds Refor- . 
mation , but meerly to this. 
end and purpoſe ? TE 
©). Pr. 1 da confeſs if the Charches- 


| were equall' or independemt;ſo there 
| - 35-1 were 
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' were Government,as well in Church as 


Common-wealth and other things in | 


erder it might be well. And where. the 


| 


Elders are choſen if . Reformation | 


go 70t on,it 3 becauſe the Elders res 
fuſe to a&F or Joyne with the Miniſter, 
Ph. I conteſs , I know ſomes 
nominated for Elders who make 
{cruple to joyne with you in 
your bulineſs , haply becauſe 
they have found out your de- 
ceit', which is meerly vo make 
a ſhew of Reformation-, but 
your chief end is the fecurin 
your Livings. . (34 
Pr. 'T bat 3s not the cauſe of their 


refuſal., it is becauſe the Parla-' 


ment doth not arme them with 
power to execute their Offi.es, and 
compell obedience to their injunCii-. 
ons, 4s us. fit for. Eccleſiaſtical 
Magiſtrates. | 5 

b. If your proceedings were- 
of God , you would not need: 
the ſecular Power to compel "to: 
obedience ſuch. as are within. 

the 
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the 'Church ( and for thoſe 


- which are without , you have 


nothing to do with them) 


' | The cenſures of the Chnrch are 


Gods Ordinance for that end, 
and are moſt effetual. But for 
that compulſive power you 
ſpeak of , it ſayours of the Ty- 
rannie of Antichriſt , and ſo 
doth your ticle of Eccleſiaſtical 
Magiftrate : which title I have 
not heard uſed by anie Ortho- 
dox Miniſter fince the Lord 
Biſhops thoſe Popiſh Ecclefia- 
ſtical Magiſtrates were caſhier- 
ed, who were- indeed” neither 
Magiſtrates: nor Miniſters, but 
like the Pope between both. 
Pr. I confeſs the Elders for- 
merly choſen ( ſome years fince' 
in my Pariſh have refuſed to at to 
my-great grief. But now lately T 
my © ſelf and the Church-wardens 
have nominated others , and the 
Pariſh have aſſented to the choice : 
and although the perſons © choſen 


W1 
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will u0t take upon them the Office | 


the Elderſbip: yet they bave uf- 
ented to joyne with me in debers+ 
ring the ſtandalow and profant 
from the Lords Table , which 55.9 
chief point of Reformation , and I 
reyoice mitch in it. = 
_. Ph. How did you prevail to 
being gre "i far A '% 3 
r. 1 had ome airffieuitze 
init , but - og 1 gave 1be 
boxeſt partie ( who beſt liked ou 
preceedings ) good ſatisfadtion,and ſo 
choice was verie free and una- 
az10ms, 1088 oppofing. 
Pb. How _=_ that poſſible, 


ſeeing all. the people: within 


your Pariſh liked not of your 
ing , how came it. to 
paſs that none declared againſt 


It, = 
Pr. I do confeſs ſome few-therg | 


are in my Parifb , whom 1 knew ta 
be' of contrarie judgement, and fore 
ſtick not to: ſay onr proceedings ern 
Anticbriftian , and bave uo four 


dation. | 


| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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dation in the word of God , but 
Ttoock, a courſe to have all ſuch ab- 
ſent when the matter was debated, 
and at the choice of - thoſe Afi» 


ſtants. L | 
- Pb. What courſe did you 
take? I defire to know , for 1 
have heard you cenſured for that 
buſineſs, — 
Pr. Firſt , I conferred with the 
weahtbieft , beſt, and moſt leading 
men in my Pariſh before I came 
to the choice , ſome in private and 
ſame in companie with others at 
ſeveral meetings , and gave thew 
fatiefation , and theſe 1 knew 
draw the moſt of the come 
mon ſort : And for the reſt whom I 
knew I could not convince, 1 warned 
them pablickly in the | Church to. 
abſent themſelves. , and by meſſage 
privately 1 deſired ſuch: as T thought 
would oppoſe to forbear to binder ws 
i that buſineſs. And by this means 
and by telling the men who were t- 
be choſen , that they ſhould only 
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aſſiſt mee in beeping the ſcandalous 
' and ignorant from the Communion, 
and do nothing «ls , they aſſented, 
and IT hope whll cheerfully: joyne 
with me in that work. | 
Ph. Now do you think. this 
is a ſufficient Reformation? 
Pr. Ttis aprincipal part thereof, 
we muſt wait untill we can bring on 
the reſt«. *.- + PEE CID 
Ph. Tt: ſeems there your pre- 


tended Elders are: no Elders, | 


but aſſiſtant , I am ſorrie you 
have ſhewed -your ſelf ſo bold, 
as to fet up anew Officein your 
pretended Pariſh - Church. : 
ſhew me where ever anie man- 
pretending to be a Miniſter .of 
Chrift by himſelf , or with 


two,. three, or four moreuſurp-- 


ed that power over a thouſand 
perſons, as you and. your new 
faſhion Elders: if they be rultd- 
by you intend te do. I confeſs: 
in the Popiſh Congregations 


and: lately here in England the' 
| ſame 


- - 


l_— 
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fame was praGiſed. The Bi- 
thop or his Chancellour with 
a Prezbyter or Miniſter did ex- 
communicate , or debar from 
the Sacrament , but in worſt 


times no man could be -ſu(- 


pended - without a Presbyter 
joyning in that at. And the 
Church-Wardens which are yer 
in requeſt were aſſiſtants to the 
Prieſt ,, as your new faſhion 


| -Elders ' are , and both : alike 


keep Chriſt out of his King- 
dom * and ſo moſt ſuitable: to 
your Pariſh Churches, which 
are not fit for lawfull Elders, 
no more then they are capeable 
of lawful Miniſters. | 
Pr. I have ere&ed no new Of- 
fice, but the ſame which the Scrip- 
ture holds forth : only their power is 
limited by mutual aſſent of them 
and the Miniſter. - And for the ex- 
erciſe of that power. in keeping the 
ſcandalous and profane from the 
Sacrament , it # included ww 
. and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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and is part of their Office, Mat. 
18. 17. where the Church ſignifi | 
eth the Miniſters and Elgers, 
who are the repreſentative Church; | 
for the reſt its anſwered tb» 
ore. Ty 
P Ph, That queſtion concerts | 
ing the Church , I will uat 
enter into. , but leave it tothe 
Jearned , who bave ſufficiently | 
diſcufied - it ; Bue for my pat | 
Tam confident no ſuch confiny | 
ion can be. made of tha | 
place : for the Church: alwaie | , 
Ggnifreth the whole bodie, Mi- 
nifters and people , or the 
members diſtin& from the Oh 
ficers. 
Pr. This queſtion being one of 
the principles upan which all the 
Controverſies between ws, , and.the | 
Independents are founded. , Cf | 
ſhall wholly wave you ; you baw | 
beard my opinion in publick | # | 
which T adhere , and fball do wntdll 1 

. ſee better cauſe to alter my Judgments 


PECERFARERES. 


HE. 0 RS, 


Ae 


Ph. Let thatjpaſs, but what 
was the reaſon why you car- 

| Tied the buſineſs of chuling 
' | your pretended Elders, ſo clan- 
deſtinely and with ſuch poli 
| cie, without hearing other mens 
opinions , who were of contra- 


# 


ricjudgment. 
' Pr. To tell you the truth, I fears 


ed oppofition and that the work may 
be hindered , end therefore T des 
fired to avoid all occaſions , and te 
carrie on the work as ſmoothly as 1 
rould, ud T am glad of it. . 
Ph. Its a fign you think 
your mettal is naughe, becauſe 
you fear the Touch-ſtone. The 
trath feeks no corners , but in 
lizht ſhines more clearly. 

' Pr. The truth may bave oppo» 
fition , and yet 3s the ſame ſtill. 
he fear -" tbe _ but a 

vhts of wien ; who moſt oppo 

thoſe things which are beſt. ET 
+ 'Ph. It ſeerns now you have 
Your defire , what — 
BE dve 
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have you made. towards Refor- 


mation , do your pretended El- 
ders aCt according to-your 


minde, do you think they per- | 


form their dutie. | 

Pr. Tea truly, T have mad 
comfort in-them , and deubt not but 
we ſhall ſeparate the precious from 
the vile, and yeſterday we made a 
verie hopeful beginning inſomuch 
as they undertooke to do in joyning 
with me to keep the ſcandalous ani 
profane from the Lords Table. +» 

Ph. What courſe did you take 
to make that ſeparation. 


Pr, The Elders refer: it to me 


to examine al! thoſe "who were t0 
communicate thz2 week before the) 
came to the Sacrament , and ac= 
cordingly I publiſhed my intention, 
not to admit anie who did not comt 


to.the Church at the time appointel | . 


to be examined. And manie of Mm) 
Pariſh came and ſubmitted them 
ſelves to be examined accerding- 
ly. 


Ph, 


— 


OG FREE Co ab dts me: WD a Re fn... td Be Loch pups oO O+ - 


—_— 
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- Ph. Your pretended Elders 


are _verle confident : it ſeems 


| they ſee with your eyes, and 


hear with 'your ears : But I pray 
you what did you -finde by :cx- 


amining thoſe who -came: to 


you » and concerning what did 
you examine them ? | 

- Pr. I queſtioned thoſe whom 1 
ſufpefietl: to be ignorant. about the 
griunds of Religion , and- touchiug 
the zature of the Sacraments ; and 
and for others woom I feared not, 
Tdid not examine them at all., al- 


| though ſome of thoſe came to me - and 


athers: ſent in their names; ,. and T 
entred-them' all in a Book , as well 


ſuch as appeared as thoſe who ſent 


in their names , and did not ap- 
pears DIET 2» | 06. IS ER IrNL 
- Pb. But did:;you-all this your 
If, Imean examine the peo- 
ple judicially "in order to their 
admiſſion to , or ſuſpenhion from 
the Lords Table, and that by 
the advice of your new Elders 
| or 
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or aſſiſtants; ſurely herein they. 
made you an abſolute Pope and | 
ſole Jakes of that which the 

Biſhops never allowed, nor do | 

your Brethren of the Province | 

of London approve thereof. But | 
was this all you did ? I doe ſups| 
poſe you and your Elden,| 
ſhould have informed your ſelvs, | 
whether ſach as intended toi || 
communicate had ſet up Chriſt | 
in their Families and places, in; | 
the excrciſes of Religion , and; |t 
had ſhewed forth by their con-: |; 
verſations the figns of faith; |] 

c 

| 


and Repentance , theſe thingy 
are neceſſarie for all Communt-: | 
cants. {|} 
Ph. For the lives of the Commu 
aicants they are better known to 6: 
thers then to me, and for my putt 
FT ſhall not take notice of them , bit\\| | 

. do defire that thoſe who are privie"t6; | i 


ſuch offences as may juſtly debay thei 

receivers from the Sacrament wilk. 

make it knownto me, and I ſhall a&\ 
quaint ' 
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aequaint the Church, viz: the El- 


| | ders with it , and take their ad- 


vice what to do : And ſo ſhall T libe= 


| wiſe crave thezr afliſtance in Fudiciall 


| Bvamination for the futhre. 
Ph, It ſeems you -go no fur- 


| ther, but only to bring the peo« 
;| pte to conform to your new Go- 
| vernment : for I underſtand you 
|| had ſome of your - Communi- 
-| canits were ſo verie ignorant that 
| they could not: tell you how 
| fatnie Commandenments there 
; [are * and others-knew not what 
[Faith was; and others anſwered 


w' ipnorantly- : And yet: che 


[hams of theſe were taken by 


and rthey admitted to the 


1 Lk Table, and none were' re- 


"Pr. Tts true , I confeſs 1 found 


1 | ſane zpprorant';, Bat werie' willing to 
' | conforme and receive inſtruction, and 
: | that gave me good hope of them : 
| And therefore for the preſent leaſt T 


ted 


| Tſhould diſcourage others, T admit- 
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ted all that offered themſelves at 
the Table whoſe names 1 had before 
entred in my Book : and divers 
others who were not of my Parifh 
came alſo to my Church to receive 
at-the ſame time for the incourage- 
ment of otners. 

.. Ph. Do you account this ſu- 
perficial dealing 4ſeparating the 
prectous- from the- vile ,,, when 
noneare refuled;: , It: is juſt.as! 


expetted it would be : this is but| 


the: Counterfeit of-- Reformati- 
on , and much like the Refor. 
mation.- which  manje --in;.the 
Ohurch of Rome would, willing: 
ly have ; for. they have. written 


divers Books tending,.to R<|* 


forwation , ſo it, might not de 
moliſh the ſtately Fabrick;; of 


their 'pretended Church , but 


might ratherc-;poliſh it by. tak; 
. Ing away thoſe things whic 


all men ccrie ſhame of , and 
which do therefore indanger 
their Church , thz reforming of 
| which 
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which would give them more 
hope of the continuance of the 
old 1dolatrous Babel , which 
þ| Jet together with all your de- 

vices will ere long come to ru- 
ine, 

Pr. Notbing zs perfect when its 
firſt brought forth , what ever you 
el think, , 1 conceive this to be a gvod 
begining of Keformarion , and 1 
<1| hope we ſhall proceed init , to more 
| perfe Fion- But touching the Refor- 
mation of the Church of Rome, I 
| never expect anie , they being ap- 
che pointed to deſtruFion. Theſe are 

but the diſcouragements of you and 
ten | others wao oppoſe the ſetting up of 
er all Government in the Church. 
de Ph. I have often told you , 
'- f|We do not oppoſe all Govern- 
bi ment , we would only have this 
ak- building demoliſhed , that a 
> | better might be ſer up in the 
ang) 00m? of It. 
ger Pc. What _ would ycu have 


for 
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for preaching the Goſpel , if the 
preſent Miniſterie ſhould be removed, 
aud the Churches disbanded. 

_ Ph. Wichout doubt the Par- 
liament feeth how that may be 
provided for. For my part I ; 
with that all the Pariſhes were 
diffolved as to the matters of 
theaChurch, and all the Tithes 
belonging to the late Biſhops, 
Arch-Biſhops , Deans and|. 
Chapters, Donatives, Parſons, 
and Vicars were releaſed , or 
ſold at a reaſonable rate to the 
owners of the Lands out of 
which they ariſe. And thee 
probably without anie addition 
may raiſe a ſufficient revenue 
for maintenance of a godly and 
able Miniiterte , through this 
whole Common-wealth , to | 
preach the Goſpel to all who 
will hear the word of God. 
And all who ſhall be found wor- 
thie may be imployed. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
f 
( 
( 
y 
Q 
q 
f 


Pr. 
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tho Pr. What will this condace for 
d, | Reformation 2 

Ph. By this means this plant 
ir- | {] meane this Popiſh Order of 
Miniſterie , who unjuſilie u/urp 
authoritie over the bodies, ſouls 
re | and States of men calling them 
of | their Churches , their Pariſhes, 
1s | their flock , their ſheep and their 
ps, | Tithes , as if all were theirs 
nd | nothing Chrilts) not being of 
is, | the planting of our heavenly 
or | Father , will be plucked up, 
he | which being removed the faith- 
of | full will have libertie and op= 
eſe | portunitie to ſeparate them- 
on | ſelvs from the wicked and pro- 
ue fane , and be gathered unto 
nd | Chriſt under true Paſtors and 
1is | Church- Officers , who will lead 
co | them in the pathes of righte- 
ho \ Ouſneſs and truth , where being 
d. | afſociated together in Church- 
r- | fellowſhip they will be more 
retormed then ever can be ex- 


I 2 peCted 
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peed from anie companie in anie 
Pariſh-Congregation. 

Pr. Well, I now fully perceine 
what your intent 5 : in a word, 
you ſet your ſelf to caſt contempt up- 
0n our learned and reverend Cler- 
gie , and to take from them their 
double honour both of reverence and 
maintenance 3 aud to bring them 
as low as the ſtipendarie Clergie 
of Germanie. And T ſee no hope 
if your amendment : T will there- 
fore ſpend no more time with you : 
yet I doubt not but we ſhall hold our 
Parſonages aud Church-Livings as 
formerly we have done» And if 
ſome will needs ſeparate , let not 
that binder ws of our Tithes and 
profits, and then let them run af- 
ter what new Teachers they pleaſe : 
If they run from ws we are diſ- 
charged of that care, which we ſhould 
otherwiſe bave of them. 

Ph. Sir, it may be before you 
and I meet again , you may 

wheel 
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wheel about and change your 
m inde as you and ſome others 
have done alreadie : Remem- 


ber what I ſay , and fo fare 


| you well. 


I 3 Poſticript. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Eader thou maieſt 
perceive by ſome 
paſlages in this Dia- 
logue , that the ſame 
' was written ſome 
| moneths (1f not years) 
ſince : which is true, 
and the Author was re- 
ſolved ( finding it dif- 
| ficult tro get it paſs che 
| Prefle) to burieitin ob- 
livion : Hoping alſo 
I 4 that 


Poſtſcript, 
that the pretended Cler: | 


vie of the Land would 
have conſidered their | 
Waies, and been wile: 
But finding the follie of: 
ſome of them through 
their Pride and Cove- 
toulneſs to grow into 
madneſs , this Meſlen- 
ger is fone: to ſtop their | 
way ; farewell. 


FINIS. 


